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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
September 4, 2022 – 10:00am
Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Year C

*Please stand as you are able.
GATHERING:

									
Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring
by J.S. Bach arr. by Edwin McLean

Erica Kessler

INTROIT:						Shout to the Lord
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER (unison):
O Lord, you are the potter, we are the clay. Take our lives, O God, and remake us anew. Pour out your Spirit upon us,
that we may be filled with living water. Fit us for your purposes, that we may be wholly yours. AMEN.
*CALL TO WORSHIP:
When we try to hide,
God always finds us.
When we crawl into the darkness,
even there we don’t escape God’s eyes.
Are you tired of running from the one who loves you?
We are here at last, ready and eager to be made whole.
Let us worship the living God.
*OPENING HYMN: 			

I Need Thee Every Hou					

UMH 397 (Vss 1,4,5)

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison):
Holy God, we have sought to follow you without counting the costs, but our tanks are running empty, and we are
afraid we can’t go the distance. We have hidden in the crowd, ignoring Christ’s call to pick up our cross and follow
him. We have hidden in the stories we tell ourselves: that we will attend to our spiritual walk someday— just not
this day. Help us assess our motives and intentions, even as we ponder our need for the journey. For only then will
we know if we have what it takes to finish the course in faith. AMEN
Moment of Silence
WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
When we fall short in life, God puts us on the potter’s wheel and fashions us into vessels fit for the kingdom. This journey of
transformation is rarely pleasant, but it is necessary for us to be made new and whole.
HYMN OF WORSHIP:

		Faith of Our Fathers						UMH 710

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERTORY:

											
Thy Will Be Done
by Edward Broughton

*DOXOLOGY:		

			

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow				

OFFERTORY PRAYER (in Unison):
Loving Potter, you are ever mindful of your people. You fashion us into vessels fit for your service, and transform our
gifts and offerings, into vessels to serve your world well. You are worthy of our praise and glory. AMEN.
CHILDREN’S TIME

									
Dave Holland
(As the children come to the altar, please sing stanza 1 of Hymn 191, “Jesus Loves Me”)

*GOSPEL LESSON:
JOHN 15:1-8
Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to John the 15TH chapter, beginning with the 1st verse…
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that
does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.
4
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit
unless you remain in me.
5
“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.
6
If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the
fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to
my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
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Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
SERMON:
						

“Connected to Bear Fruit”
Pastor Auderine Rochet
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HOLY COMMUNION
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:					UMH 13-15
THE LORD’S PRAYER: THE LORD’S PRAYER, UMH 895
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, forever. Amen.
BREAKING THE BREAD
GIVING AND RECEIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP
PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING IN UNISON
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may
go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN: 				All Who Hunger 					TFWS 2126
*BENEDICTION:
The one who shaped us in our mothers’ wombs loves and shapes us still.
God is the potter; we are the clay.
The one who formed our inward parts continues to create us anew each and every day.
God is the potter; we are the clay.
The one who molds us in God’s own image, fashions us for glory.
God is the potter; we are the clay.
Go with God’s blessings.
GOING FORTH: 								
He Touched Me
by Bill Gaither
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Erica Kessler
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Announcements
September 4, 2022

ADULT FAITH FORMATION:
Wednesdays
1st Bible Study:
		
- with Pastor Judith in English, 12pm. On ZOOM.
		
- Studying the Book of Romans.
2nd Bible Study:
		- Wednesdays
		
- With Pastor Audrey in Spanish, 7pm. On ZOOM and Facebook.
NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please send any new announcements to the church office email centennialumc.rockford@gmail.
com to have it posted on our Sunday bulletin. Preferable two weeks prior or the Thursday before Sunday.
ALTAR FLOWER CHART: We feel blessed to have our flower altar chart back, it is available in our office wall please feel free to
pass and choose a date.
“Welcome Back to Church Rally” Sunday, September 11th. We will have a bilingual service this Sunday. After service
we will have fellowship time outdoor (weather permitting). We will have hot dogs, chips and juice/water.
Our next Sing-along service will be Sunday, September 25th. Please put in the request for your favorite hymn in the
offering plate.
This email is not at all DKG related! I’m reaching out from one United Methodist to another!
My church, Brooke Road United Methodist Church, has teamed up with Administer Justice to bring a low cost legal clinic to
the Rockford area. Our clinic meets at BRUMC (1404 Brooke Road Rockford IL 61109) on the third Saturday of every month.
For $30, people can meet with an attorney and be advised on civil matters. Think: orders of protection, living wills, powers of
attorney, death benefits, landlord/tenant disputes, etc. While the $30 does not put the attorney on retainer, it allows the client
to have expert advice to get started. Should the client need a follow up appointment later, there is no additional cost.
As we just started, we’re trying to get the word out about this great benefit. Is there someone at your church I could
communicate with to get this information out to the CUMC community? I’d also love to share this info with the Saturday Kids
Club community, too! I appreciate any help you can offer!
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows: Mae Foster, Art Huenkemeier, Lee Magnuson.
At Home: Micaela Serrano, Carol Waxler, Ellen Dean, Pat Nelson.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab: Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Rev. Bettye Mixon, Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim
Whitmore, Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Jennifer Martin, Forrest Nelson, Noreen Slade, David Russ,
Jeff Palmer, Pastor Judith.

BIRTHDAYS
9/10

Melissa Wibom

Joys and Concerns
Kim, Chuck Whitmore’s wife, has undergone surgery and is in recovery. Her surgery went well. Let’s pray for her recovery.
Carol Risenhoover presented her joy for the 47 school backpacks that were distributed to the children through the Saturday
Kids Club. The backpacks were donated by Christ United Methodist Church. Another joy was that there were two more
children enrolled on Saturday at SKC.
Marines Delgado requested prayers for her daughter and her family in Mexico who were victims of a hate crime. Their dog
was tortured in front of their young son who is now traumatized and cannot eat or sleep. The family asks for prayers for justice
to be done.
Rosa and Reuben continue to ask for prayers for Jesus, Rosa’s brother, who has been diagnosed with cancer.
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We hope you will worship with us again.
You can call Pastor Audrey if you need any assistance, please contact her at 630.670.3580.
Pastor.audrey@ymail.com

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104
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