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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

May 8th, 2022 – 10:00am - Fourth Sunday in Easter / Mothers Day - Year C
*Please stand as you are able.
GATHERING MUSIC:

							
Crown Him With Many Crowns
by George Elvey arr. by Anna Laura Page

Erica Kessler

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER(Unison)
Loving Shepherd, in the midst of sorrow and loss, you wipe away every tear from our eyes. May the wonders of
your love reach down to us this day. As Peter raised Tabitha from the dead, raise us also to new life. Help us cling no
longer to the darkness threatening to overcome our world, that we may reside in the glory of the Lamb. Wake us
from the slumber that numbs our spirit, even as you nourish us in the strength of your Spirit. May the world see the
shepherd living in us, and may we come to dwell in your pastures, which remain ever green. AMEN.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Christ is our shepherd.
We are Christ’s sheep.
The shepherd is calling us to join God’s flock.
We will follow our shepherd.
Rejoice, little one, for no one can snatch us from the shepherd’s hand.
In God’s flock, we rest secure.
Come! Let us worship.
										
*OPENING HYMN:				Happy the Home					UMH 445(vss. 1,3,4)
INVITATION TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
The voices of your faithful ones echo in our ears: “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to
the Lamb!” We long to join their words of praise, but feel unworthy. We know that you are our shepherd, watching
over us every minute of our lives. We yearn to join the chorus of those worshipping the Lamb, but we feel unsure
and insecure. Open us to the one who wipes away every tear, that we may truly rest in green pastures and drink
from still waters. For you alone restore our souls. You alone meet us in our time of need. AMEN
Moment of Silence
WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Trust the words of our shepherd: “My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand.” Rest secure that our shepherd loves us, and leads us into life.
HYMN OF WORSHIP 			

Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us				

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
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UMH 381(vss. 1,3,4)

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
									
OFFERTORY MUSIC: 										Erica Kessler
Ukrainian National Anthem
					
by Mykhailo Verbytsky arr. by Jason Tonioli		
*DOXOLOGY:

		

Praise God from whom All Blessings Flow				

*OFFERTORY PRAYER (UNISON):
Loving Shepherd, we thank you for your tender care. Everything we have comes the goodness of your love. Receive
the gifts we return to you now, that sheep in other flocks may come to know you and discover that you are the one
who lays down your life for the flock. AMEN.
CHILDREN’S TIME
FIRST LESSON

									
Dave Holland
(As the children come to the altar, please sing stanza 1 of Hymn 191, “Jesus Loves Me”)
1 Samuel 1:26-28

A reading from Samuel…
26
and she said to him, “Pardon me, my lord. As surely as you live, I am the woman who stood here beside you praying to the Lord.
27
I prayed for this child, and the Lord has granted me what I asked of him. 28 So now I give him to the Lord. For his whole life he
will be given over to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there.
Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God!
*GOSPEL LESSON

John 10:22-30
Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to John the 10th chapter, beginning with the 22th verse…
22
Then came the Festival of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 and Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s
Colonnade. 24 The Jews who were there gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the
Messiah, tell us plainly.”
25
Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about me, 26 but you do not
believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life,
and they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all;
no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.”
Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
3

SERMON					“Parents-Partners with the Lord”
Pastor Uziel Hernández Martínez
MOTHER’S DAY LITANY

Lord, on this day set aside to honor and remember mothers, we give You thanks for our mothers. We are grateful that You chose to give
us life through them, and that they received the gift of life from Your hands, and gave it to us. Thank You for the sacrifices they made in
carrying us and giving us birth.
We thank you for the women who raised us, who were our mothers in childhood. Whether birth mom, adopted mom, older sister, aunt,
grandmother, stepmother or someone else, we thank You for those women who held us and fed us, who cared for us and kissed away
our pain. We pray that our lives may reflect the love they showed us, and that they would be pleased to be called our moms.
We pray for older moms whose children are grown.
Grant them joy and satisfaction for a job well done.
We pray for new moms experiencing changes they could not predict.
Grant them rest and peace as they trust You for the future.
We pray for pregnant women who will soon be moms.
Grant them patience and good counsel in the coming months.
We pray for moms who face the demands of single parenthood.
Grant them strength and wisdom.
We pray for moms who enjoy financial abundance.
Grant them time to share with their families.
We pray for moms who are raising their children in poverty.
Grant them relief and justice.
We pray for step-moms.
Grant them patience and understanding and love.
We pray for moms who are separated from their children.
Grant them faith and hope.
We pray for moms in marriages that are in crisis.
Grant them support and insight.
We pray for moms who have lost children.
Grant them comfort in the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
We pray for mothers who aborted their children.
Grant them healing and peace.
We pray for moms who gave up their children for adoption.
Grant them peace and confidence as they trust in Your providence.
We pray for adoptive mothers.
Grant them joy and gratitude for the gift You have provided.
We pray for girls and women who think about being moms.
Grant them wisdom and discernment.
We pray for all women who have assumed the mother’s role in a child’s life.
Grant them joy and the appreciation of others.
We pray for those people present who are grieving the loss of their mother in the past year.

Grant them comfort and hope in Christ’s resurrection.
AMEN.

4

*CLOSING HYMN:			

Near to the Heart of God						

UMH 472

*BENEDICTION:
The Lord is our shepherd; we shall not want.
We lie down in green pastures and drink from still waters.
Our shepherd restores our souls.
Even though we walk through the darkest valleys, we fear no evil, for our shepherd travels with us.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives.
And we will dwell in with our shepherd forever.
GOING FORTH:										
Marche Heroique
by William Stickles

Erica Kessler
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Announcements
May 8th, 2022
ADULT FAITH FORMATION:
Wednesdays
1st Bible Study:
		
- with Pastor Judith in English, 12pm. On ZOOM.
		
- Studying the Book of Exodus.
2nd Bible Study:
		- Wednesdays
		
- With Pastor Uziel in Spanish, 7pm. On ZOOM and Facebook.
NEW ANNOUNCEMENTS: Please send any new announcements to the church office email centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com to have it posted on
our Sunday bulletin. Preferable two weeks prior or the Thursday before Sunday.
ALTAR FLOWER CHART: We feel blessed to have our flower altar chart back, it is available in our office wall please feel free to pass and choose a
date.
FINANCE-TRUSTEES MEETING: Thursday, May 12th 7:00 via Zoom
WORSHIP COMMITTEE MEETING:

Monday, May 16th 7:00pm via Zoom
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Get to Know Me
This is a new feature highlighting some of our older members
that may or may not be able to attend services.

Carol Waxler
Carol became a member of Centennial in 1958. She and husband, Ron, were invited to visit Centennial by Bob Holland and
joined soon after. They were members of the MethOWeds group. They participated and hosted some of the memorable
Progressive dinners.
Carol’s career as a teacher made her a natural to teach Sunday School. She and Mary Lou Gray and Ginny Holland (later, Pam
Herriott) started the Joyful Noise Class for special needs adults. Carol played the piano every week. Music was a big part of
this class! For many years there were 40-50 members and it was 2 hours long. The first hour was music and lesson and the
second hour was crafts and activities. The class drew members from throughout the community. The members were very
special to Carol.
Carol is living at home and doing well. A helper is with her twice a week. Her daughter, Terri, is retired and visits and helps
also. Carol’s not sure when she’ll be able to get back to church.
Carol has served on the Education and Missions and Outreach committees. Her joy in recent years has been singing with the
choir. She misses the group very much!
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows: Mae Foster, Art Huenkemeier, Lee Magnuson.
At Home: Micaela Serrano, Cleo English, Carol Waxler, Ellen Dean, Pat Nelson.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab: Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Maynard Wibom, Rev. Bettye Mixon, Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald &
Sheila Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, David Russ, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Jennifer Martin, Forrest Nelson, Noreen Slade, Wayne Russ,
Linda Gentry.

BIRTHDAYS
5/8
5/9
5/11

Gordy Blaisdell
Kim Grieves
Rocio Barrera

5/11
5/12
5/12
5/12

Robert Brown
Mae Foster
Samantha Claire Kinsey
Allison Renfro

5/12

Antonio Serrano

Joys and Concerns
Audrey Tuttle ( a friend and neighbor of Jan Rungren) lost her daughter this past weekend. This is the third daughter she has
lost in a short amount of time. Please keep her in your prayers and she suffers another loss.
Tara and Ismael Arencibia shared some information with us. Tara will be going to her doctor and she hopes to be released and
will be able to back to work. Ismael is getting closer to receiving his green card. What good news for both of them.
Please keep Rosa and Rueben Mendoza in your prayers. A couple of weeks ago one of Rosa’s brothers passed away and another
brother, who has been battling cancer for a few years is in the hospital in serious condition.
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We hope you will worship with us again.
Due to COVID-19, our physical building is at limited capacity. Call the office for more information.
Our office hours are Tuesday - Thursday 10 am to 1 pm.
You can call 815-397-2771 or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL
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