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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
October 17th, 2021 – 10:00am

Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost: Year B

*Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING:                     Erica Kessler
When I Can Read My Title Clear

Isaac Watts and Joseph C. Lowry, arr. Mark Hayes
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER (unison):
God of wind and water, God of love and compassion, God of all that is and all that ever shall be, when Job 
insisted, he was innocent of every sin, you came to him in a whirlwind, and showed him the wonders of 
a world he had not made. When James and John asked Jesus for power and glory, he told them that they 
would share in the bitter cup that he would drink, and in the baptism of suffering that he would endure 
for the world. Remind us that we are members of the body of Christ, and that we are called to serve your 
creation in love and compassion. AMEN.

*CALL TO WORSHIP:
God of all creation, we come to praise and worship you.
You are clothed with honor and majesty, wrapped in light as with a garment.
You stretch out the heavens like a tent, making the clouds your chariot, and riding on the wings of the wind.
You set the earth on its foundations, hiding its depths with a watery cloak that moves in the rhythm of your 
breath.
In your wisdom, you have made us in your image, showing us glimpses of glory in the work of your hands.
God of life and love, we come to praise and worship you.
 
 *OPENING HYMN:     Are Ye Able     UMH 530 (vss. 1,2,4)
 
INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison):
God of love and compassion, you call us to lives of love and service, and to share in Christ’s cup of 
compassion for the healing of the world. Like Job, we complain about the unfairness of life, seeking 
explanations when we don’t get everything we want. Like James and John, we want to be first. We want 
to win at the game of power and glory. Forgive us when we forget that we are not the center of your great 
creation, and that you are the beginning and ending of all things. AMEN.

 
Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Hear the good news: In the midst of our self-centered complaints and desires, God opens our eyes to all that surrounds us. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. Glory to God. AMEN.

HYMN OF WORSHIP:    Make Me a Captive, Lord      UMH 421 (1,2,3)
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JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY:              Erica Kessler
For The Beauty Of The Earth

Pierpont and Kocher, arr. Mark Ellsworth

DOXOLOGY:               Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    UMH 94

*OFFERTORY PRAYER (unison): 
Creator of all that is and all that ever shall be, we offer you these gifts in gratitude for placing us in a world filled 
with wonder and beauty. AMEN.

CHILDREN’S TIME             Dave Holland
(As the children come to the altar, please sing stanza 1 of Hymn 191, “Jesus Loves Me”)

*GOSPEL  LESSON: 
MARK 10:35 – 45

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Mark the 10th chapter, beginning with the 35th verse…

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you to do for us whatever we ask.”
36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”
38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized with the baptism I am baptized 
with?”
39 “We can,” they answered.
Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or 
left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.”
41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called them together and said, “You know 
that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not 
so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be first must be 
slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
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SERMON:       
“A Race to the Bottom”

Pastor Uziel Hernández Martínez

AN ORDER FOR THE CELEBRATION OF A CHURCH LEADER

 
*HYMN;    Jesu, Jesu      UMH 432 (vss. 1,2,3)

*BENEDICTION:
Just as Jesus came not to be served but to serve and to give his life for the sake of the world, let us go forth to love and serve 
all of creation in the name of the one who calls us to delight in all its goodness.  AMEN.

GOING FORTH:             Erica Kessler
Solemn Procession

By Denes Agay
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CREDITS:

• Liturgy & Prayer: Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, Offering 
Prayer, Words of Assurance and Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2021. By Mary J. Scifres. Used by permission. 
• Cover Image: Dulce Maciel, All Rights Reserved. 
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
Social Media: Dulce Maciel
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Announcements
October 17th 2021

ADULT FAITH FORMATION:
 Wednesdays 
  1st Bible Study: on the Book of Genesis
   - with Pastor Judith in English, 12 pm. On ZOOM.
  2nd Bible Study:
   - Bible Study with Pastor Uziel at the church building, starting at 6pm.

NOVEMBER-DECEMBER 2021 CHIMES: Items and Articles for the Chimes Due by October 24th.

CENTENNIAL’S FOOD PANTRY:  Just a reminder, that we are still taking donations to Centennial’s food pantry. Canned 
goods, cereal, peanut butter, rice or anything that will not spoil is welcomed. Donations can be left in the church office. Also, if 
you find yourself in need of groceries, see Pastor Uziel or Carol Risenhoover.

WE NEED MONTHLY READERS AND GREETERS: There will be a sign-up sheet in the front entrance for monthly liturgy read-
ers and greeters. Please sign up as you are able. If you have any questions talk to Pastor Uziel.

WE NEED MONTHLY VOLUNTEER GREETERS FOR SECOND SERVICE: There will be a sign-up sheet in the front for monthly 
second service greeters. NO Spanish speaking needed. 

NEW WEBSITE DOMAIN: We are transitioning to a new Website Domain next year. Beginning May 3rd, 2022, our church’s 
website address will change from 

centennialumcrockford.org
to

centennialumcrockford.com
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Uziel. 
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier,  Lee Magnuson. 

 At Home:   Micaela Serrano, Cleo English, Carol Waxler.

Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:   Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Maynard Wibom, Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael 

Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore,  Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Jennifer Martin, Forest 

Nelson, Noreen Slade, Wayne Russ.

BIRTHDAYS 
10/18 Juventino Salazar
10/19 Mary Mankarious

10/19 Paulina Mayer
10/19 Pedro Mayer
10/22 Lora Doll

10/23 Tatumm Brown
10/23 Matthew Durante

Joys & Concerns

Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:



8

We hope you will worship with us again.

You can call Pastor Uziel if you need any assistance, please contact him at 224.723.7003.

centennial.pastor@gmail.com

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104


