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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
September 12th, 2021 – 10:00am

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Year B

*Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING:                     Erica Kessler
Jesu, Joy Of Man’s Desiring 

by J.S. Bach

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER (unison):
Eternal God, the heavens declare your glory, even as Wisdom proclaims your precepts
to all people. Set our minds on the things that are above rather than things that are below,
that when the journey becomes hard, we may have the courage to follow you to the bitter end. Be with us 
in our hour of need, that we may be found faithful when Wisdom comes to call. Amen.

*CALL TO WORSHIP:
Wisdom shouts her warnings in the street.
We have come to forsake our foolish ways.
Wisdom longs to pour out her Spirit on all flesh.
We will not shrink from her blessings.
Wisdom imparts holy knowledge to save us.
We will not shut out the lessons she teaches.
Let us worship in spirit and in truth.

*OPENING HYMN:    O Master Let Me Walk With Thee     UMH 430 (vss.1,3,4)

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison):
Wisdom of the Ages, we yearn to forsake our foolish ways and embrace godly knowledge.
Cry out in the streets once more, that we may hear your voice and drink deeply of your Spirit.
For we are tired of reaping the harvest of our schemes, and we are weary of eating the fruit of our ways. 
Bridle our lips, Gracious One, that our tongues may speak no evil and utter no falsehoods, but rather 
proclaim your glory. In your holy and righteous name, we pray. Amen.

Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Following God’s law is sweeter than honey, and far more precious than jewels. Wisdom revives the soul and makes us 
whole.

HYMN OF WORSHIP:     Where He Leads Me      UMH 338 (vss. 1,2,3)
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JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER:
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

OFFERTORY:              Erica Kessler
Legends Of The Fall 

by James Horner

DOXOLOGY:               Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    UMH 94

*OFFERTORY PRAYER (unison): 
Glorious God, your teachings are more to be desired than fine gold and precious silver; your blessings are more to be 
sought than all the jewels of the earth. May the gifts we bring before you today share your blessings with those in 
need. In Jesus’s name, we pray. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME             Dave Holland
(As the children come to the altar, please sing stanza 1 of Hymn 191, “Jesus Loves Me”)

FIRST LESSON:
JAMES 3:1 – 12

A scripture from the Letter of James…
1 Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we who teach will be judged more strictly. 
2 We all stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check. 
3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. 
Although they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 
5 Likewise, the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is set on fire by a small 
spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of 
one’s life on fire, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and have 
been tamed by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With the tongue we 
praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have been made in God’s likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth 
come praise and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this should not be.11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same 
spring? 12 My brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a salt spring produce fresh water.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God
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*GOSPEL LESSON:
MARK 8:27 – 38

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Mark the 8th chapter, beginning with the 27th verse…

27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he asked them, “Who do people say I 
am?” 28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29 “But what about 
you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” 30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about 
him. 31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, 
and Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get 
behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”
34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and 
for the gospel will save it. 36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can anyone 
give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son 
of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels.”

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ

SERMON:       
“Stories in the Stones”

Pastor Uziel Hernández Martínez

*HYMN;   I Have Decided to Follow Jesus       TFWS 2129

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
As we go forth, may the words of our mouths be acceptable and true.
May the meditations of our hearts be loving and pure.
As we leave this place, may the actions of our lives be compassionate and just.
May the stirrings of our hearts be guided by God’s thoughts and wisdom.

GOING FORTH:             Erica Kessler
He’s Everything To Me 
by Ralph Carmichael
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CREDITS:

• Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, Offering Prayer, Words of 
Assurance and Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2021. By Mary J. Scifres. Used by permission. 
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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Announcements
September 12th, 2021

ADULT FAITH FORMATION:
 Wednesdays 
  1st Bible Study: on the Book of Genesis
   - with Pastor Judith in English, 12 pm. On ZOOM.
  2nd Bible Study:
   - Bible Study with Pastor Uziel at the church building, starting at 6pm.

HISPANIC/LATINX HERITAGE MONTH: September 15th – October 15th.

2021 CHURCH CONFERENCE: Our church conference for this year will be on Sunday, September 19th, 2021, at 10am (Joint 
and Bilingual Service – In person). Save the date. 
All the paperwork and reports are due by September 5th. If you have any questions, let Pastor Uziel know. 

WE NEED MONTHLY READERS AND GREETERS: There will be a sign-up sheet in the front entrance for monthly liturgy 
readers and greeters. Please sign up as you are able. If you have any questions talk to Pastor Uziel.

WE NEED MONTHLY VOLUNTEER GREETERS FOR SECOND SERVICE: There will be a sign-up sheet in the front for monthly 
second service greeters. NO Spanish speaking needed. 

NEW WEBSITE DOMAIN: We are transitioning to a new Website Domain next year. Beginning May 3rd, 2022, our church’s 
website address will change from 

centennialumcrockford.org
to

centennialumcrockford.com
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Uziel. 
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier,  Lee Magnuson. 

 At Home:   Micaela Serrano, Cleo English, Carol Waxler.

Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:   Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Maynard Wibom, Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael 

Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore,  Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Jennifer Martin, Forest 

Nelson, Noreen Slade, Wayne Russ.

BIRTHDAYS 
9/12 Beverly Dahlgren
9/12 Taylor Sanders

9/13 Miriam Castro-Rodriguez
9/13 Nikeon Purifoy
9/14 Miriam Luna

9/15 Ivette Guerrero

Joys & Concerns

Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:

 Wayne Russ (Joyce’s son) was hiking in the Devils Lake area when he fell off a rock formation. He broke both of his wrists  
(both of his arms are in full casts) and tore 4 ligaments in his left ankle. He was hiking alone, and as he fell he hollered out and 
three teenage boys heard him and carried him out of the area. He is so thankful for the teenagers help. He will have a long 
recovery, but thank heavens he will be okay. Please keep Wayne, his family and Joyce in your prayers. He is definitely a miracle. 
 
Mimi and Bruce Jacobson’s niece was in a triathlon and ½ mile before the end of the race she collapsed from a heat stroke. 
Her temperature was 108 degrees and she was unresponsive for a while. She was taken to the hospital, but is now home. 
Please keep Bruce, Mimi, their niece and her family in your prayers. Another miracle. 

Taylor & Savannah Sanders (Pam’s son and daughter in law) both have contacted covid-19. Please keep them and Pam 
in your prayers. 

Chuck Sanders (Taylor and Leah’s father) is going to have a lung biopsy on Wednesday. Please pray for him. 

Lori Johnson (a church member) is also going to be having tests. Please keep her in your prayers. 

Carol Risenhoover is going to be seeing a neurologist this Thursday Sept. 9th. We pray they will be able to figure out what is 
wrong with Carol. She has a hard time standing and walking and her balance is not very good.  

Attendance: August 29, 2021       
  In Person  Online Total
English  31  6 37   
Spanish  9  2 11     
Total  48     
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We hope you will worship with us again.

You can call Pastor Uziel if you need any assistance, please contact him at 224.723.7003.

centennial.pastor@gmail.com

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104


