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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
August 22nd, 2021 – 10:00am

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost: Year B

*Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING:                    Erica Kessler
Something Beautiful

By Bill and Gloria Gaither

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER (unison):
Holy One, you have called us to this place, a place where we find your Spirit. We have gathered here to pray 
and to be forgiven, to love and be loved, and to hear the word boldly proclaimed as we apply it to our lives. 
Open our hearts to the mystery of your Word. Remind us that your Word is proclaimed in the life of Jesus, 
the Christ. Help us believe in you and in your love for us. In the holy name of Christ we pray. AMEN.

*CALL TO WORSHIP:
Welcome to this holy space where God’s Spirit dwells among us!
We come longing to feel the presence of God.
Open your hearts, for this is a place of prayer and healing.
This is a place of joy and faith.
This is the place for you.
Thanks be to God!

*OPENING HYMN:      Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus     UMH 462 (vss. 1,2,4)

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison):
Gracious God, we often forget that you dwell in our hearts. We fail to notice that your Holy Spirit is present 
in our lives at all times. In our forgetfulness, we stumble and fall, we turn away from you, we believe in 
worldly goods instead of your truth. Remind us again that you are Spirit and life; you are all we need. Help 
us turn toward your love, your healing, and your truth. In the name of the one who brings life, we pray. 
AMEN. 

Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
“No good thing does the Lord withhold from those who walk uprightly.” Brothers and Sisters, receive God’s forgiveness 
and dwell in love and grace. AMEN.

HYMN OF WORSHIP:    Wonderful Words of Life   UMH 600

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER
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THE LORD’S PRAYER:
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO THE OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY:              Erica Kessler
Last Spring

By Edvard Grieg, arr. by Denes Agay

DOXOLOGY:              Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    UMH 94

*OFFERTORY PRAYER (unison): 
Gracious God, thank you for these gifts. We offer them to you, seeking your blessing, that they might be used to 
welcome all, and to inspire faith in our community. We offer our very selves, asking that we might become your 
faithful followers. In the name of Christ, we pray. AMEN.

CHILDREN’S TIME             Dave Holland
(As the children come to the altar, please sing stanza 1 of Hymn 191, “Jesus Loves Me”)

FIRST LESSON:
EPHESIANS 6:10 – 20

A scripture from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians…
10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against 
the devil’s schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, 
so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 14 Stand 
firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, 15 and with your feet 
fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.16 In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you 
can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God.
18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on 
praying for all the Lord’s people. 19 Pray also for me, that whenever I speak, words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 
known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God

*GOSPEL LESSON:
JOHN 6:56 – 69

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to John the 6th chapter, beginning with the 56th verse…
56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because 
of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your ancestors 
ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will live forever.” 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in



4

Capernaum. 60 On hearing it, many of his disciples said, “This is a hard teaching. Who can accept it?” 61 Aware that his disciples 
were grumbling about this, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 62 Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where 
he was before! 63 The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words I have spoken to you—they are full of the 
Spirit[a] and life. 64 Yet there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus had known from the beginning which of them 
did not believe and who would betray him. 65 He went on to say, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless the 
Father has enabled them.” 66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him.
67 “You do not want to leave too, do you?” Jesus asked the Twelve. 68 Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe and to know that you are the Holy One of God.”

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ

SERMON:       
“How to Answer Peter’s Question”
Pastor Uziel Hernández Martínez

*HYMN:   Standing on the Promises    UMH 374 (vss. 1,3,4)

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
Brothers and sisters, go from this place boldly proclaiming the love of Christ, so all may know the name of God. Go in peace. 
AMEN.

GOING FORTH:              Erica Kessler
Trumpet Voluntary
By Jeremiah Clark
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CREDITS:

• Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, Offering Prayer, Words of 
Assurance and Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2021. By Mary J. Scifres. Used by permission. 
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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Announcements
August 22nd, 2021

ADULT FAITH FORMATION:
 Wednesdays 
  1st Bible Study: on the Book of Genesis
   - with Pastor Judith in English, 12 pm. On ZOOM.
  2nd Bible Study:
   - Bible Study with Pastor Uziel on the church lawn, 6pm, 

2021 SEPTEMBER – OCTOBER CHIMES: The items for our incoming issue of the chimes are due today! Please send your 
contributions to Lori. 

2021 CHURCH CONFERENCE: Our church conference for this year will be on Sunday, September 19th, 2021, at 10am (Joint 
and Bilingual Service – In person). Save the date. 
All the paperwork and reports are due by September 5th. If you have any questions, let Pastor Uziel know. 

WE NEED MONTHLY READERS AND GREETERS: There will be a sign-up sheet in the front entrance for monthly liturgy 
readers and greeters. Please sign up as you are able. If you have any questions talk to Pastor Uziel.

WE NEED MONTHLY VOLUNTEER GREETERS FOR SECOND SERVICE: There will be a sign-up sheet in the front for monthly 
second service greeters. NO Spanish speaking needed. 

NEW WEBSITE DOMAIN: We are transitioning to a new Website Domain next year. Beginning May 3rd, 2022, our church’s 
website address will change from 

centennialumcrockford.org
to

centennialumcrockford.com
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Uziel. 
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier,  Lee Magnuson. 

 At Home:   Micaela Serrano, Cleo English, Carol Waxler.

Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:   Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Maynard Wibom, Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael 

Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore,  Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Jennifer Martin, Forest 

Nelson, Noreen Slade.

BIRTHDAYS 
8/22 David Russ
8/23 Terrica Roberts

8/27 Vincenzo Brown
8/28 Linda Gentry

Joys & Concerns

Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:

 
We had a baptism on Sunday for Decklan Malone,(Tara and Ishmael Arcenbibia grandson). Congratulations to all of the family.

Margie Sierra is going to be a caretaker two days a week for Pastor Bettye Mixon. Bettye will be starting chemo for her cancer 
soon. Please continue to pray for her and her family. She is in our hearts and our love continues to flow to her.

Anna, (Wayne Russ’s daughter and Joyce Russ granddaughter) was married this past Wed. Congratulations to her and her 
husband and their families at this happy time.

Carol Risenhoover received the 2021 Rev Margaret Ann Williams Service Award from United Voices for children, a partner 
organization with our Annual Conference (NIC). She thanked everyone Sunday. Carol has worked with kids for over 20 years 
and she certainly deserves the award. Congratulations, Carol, we are so proud to know that you have been a church member 
for almost all of your life.

I received a phone call from Ellen Dean.
Brian Clinkenbeard, who is the ex husband of Teresa Dean (Ellen Dean’s daughter) has stage 3 lung cancer. He will be having a 
pet scan to see if the cancer has metastasized to any other part of his body.
Please keep him and his family in your prayers as they struggle with his diagnosis. 

Attendance: August 8, 2021     August 15, 2021
  In Person  Online Total   In Person  Online Total
English  24  7 31   39  6 45
Spanish  9  0 9   9  2 11  
Total  40      56 
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We hope you will worship with us again.

You can call Pastor Uziel if you need any assistance, please contact him at 224.723.7003.

centennial.pastor@gmail.com

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104


