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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
August 8th, 2021 – 10:00am

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost: Year B

*Please stand as you are able.

GATHERING:                    Erica Kessler
Sweet By and By

By Joseph P. Webster, arr. by Mark Hayes

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER (unison):
Source of faithful love, you redeem us from our wrongs. We come before you today, eager to be refreshed 
in body and to be made whole in spirit. Feed us from the living bread that comes down from heaven, for we 
are drawn to your Son as steel is drawn to a magnet. Build up our community of faith through the power of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may live as those who are worthy of our calling. AMEN.

*CALL TO WORSHIP:
Come, children of God. Come and find refuge and strength.
Our souls wait for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning.
Come, heirs with Christ. Come and find forgiveness and joy.
Our souls wait for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning.
Come, people of faith. Come to the one who is attentive to our pleas.
Our souls wait for the Lord, more than those who watch for the morning.

*OPENING HYMN:       Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah   UMH 127

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison):
Out of the depths we cry to you, O God, with eyes streaked with tears. For we cannot always save the ones 
we love, and are left alone to taste the bitter dregs of our sorrow. In the lonely watches of the night, we 
yearn to set aside our anger and resentment, and  embrace the paths of healing and wholeness. In the 
dark night of the soul, we long to forsake our anguish, and embrace your mercy and compassion. Open our 
hearts anew to your kindness and love, your mercy and compassion, that we may know in our bones how 
much we are your beloved children. AMEN. 

Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Beloved, sorrow may last the night, but joy comes with the morning. Even in the midst of fear and loss, be imitators of 
God as beloved children, and live as cherished heirs with Christ. AMEN.

HYMN OF WORSHIP:    Hope of the World    UMH 178 (vss. 1,2,5)

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER
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THE LORD’S PRAYER:
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
  
IINVITATION TO THE OFFERTORY

OFFERTORY:              Erica Kessler
Gentle Shepherd

By Bill and Gloria Gaither

DOXOLOGY:              Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    UMH 94

*OFFERTORY PRAYER (unison): 
Bountiful God, in praise and thanksgiving for your many blessings, receive our tithes and offerings, that they may 
be for the world signs of the bread of heaven and the fullness of your grace. For we came here hungry for your Spirit, 
and you fed us with food that satisfies. We came here thirsting for your grace, and you revived us in our need. In 
humble thanks, we thank you. AMEN.

CHILDREN’S TIME             Dave Holland
(As the children come to the altar, please sing stanza 1 of Hymn 191, “Jesus Loves Me”)

FIRST LESSON:
EPHESIANS 4:25 – 5:2

A scripture from the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians…
25 Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 26 “In 
your anger do not sin”[a]: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone 
who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have 
something to share with those in need.
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their 
needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day 
of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and 
compassionate to one another,forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 5 1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly 
loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God

*GOSPEL LESSON:
JOHN 6:35, 41 – 51

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to John the 6th chapter, beginning with the 35th verse…
35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never 
be thirsty.
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41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 
They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know?How can he now say, ‘I came down from 
heaven’?”
43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 45 It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’[a] Everyone who 
has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only 
he has seen the Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread of life. 49 Your ancestors 
ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 50 But here is the bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat 
and not die. 51 I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ

SERMON:       
“No Ordinary Man”

Pastor Uziel Hernández Martínez

*HYMN:      Help Us Accept Each Other    UMH 560 (vss. 1,2,4)

*DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
Go forth from this place and imitate the Holy One in all you do.
We will live with love, speak with kindness, touch with gentleness, walk with humbleness,
and build up the kingdom of God.
Go forth into the world and live in love, as Christ has lived in and through you.
AMEN.

GOING FORTH:              Erica Kessler
Postlude in C 

By Henry Purcell



5

CREDITS:

• Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, Offering Prayer, Words of 
Assurance and Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2021. By Mary J. Scifres. Used by permission. 
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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Announcements
August 8th, 2021

ADULT FAITH FORMATION:
 Wednesdays 
  1st Bible Study: on the Book of Genesis
   - with Pastor Judith in English, 12 pm. On ZOOM.
  2nd Bible Study:
   - Bible Study with Pastor Uziel on the church lawn, 6pm, 

RAISING OUR VOICES ANNUAL AWARDS CEREMONY AND CELEBRATION: Carol Risenhoover received the 2021 Rev. Marga-
ret Ann Williams Service Award from United Voices for Children, a partner organization with our Annual Conference (NIC). Carol 
has volunteered and served faithfully children in our community for more than 27 years with SKC and other ministries. Join us 
as we support and watch the ceremony on August 11th, 2021 at 11am on ZOOM. You can register yourself at: https://us02web.
zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_cV_dAxKbTC2D3j95gwSjLw 
or call Pastor Uziel to register. 

WE NEED MONTLY READERS AND GREETERS: There will be a sign-up sheet in the front entrance for monthly liturgy readers 
and greeters. Please sign up as you are able. If you have any questions talk to Pastor Uziel.

WE NEED MONTHLY VOLUNTEER GREETERS FOR SECOND SERVICE: There will be a sign-up sheet in the front for monthly 
second service greeters. NO Spanish speaking needed. 

NEW WEBSITE DOMAIN: We are transitioning to a new Website Domain next year. Beginning May 3rd, 2022, our church’s 
website address will change from 

centennialumcrockford.org
to

centennialumcrockford.com
If you have any questions, please call Pastor Uziel. 
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier,  Lee Magnuson. 

 At Home:   Micaela Serrano, Cleo English, Carol Waxler.

Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:   Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Maynard Wibom, Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael 

Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore,  Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Jennifer Martin, Forest 

Nelson, Noreen Slade.

BIRTHDAYS 
8/9 Sheila Grady
8/11 David Brown

8/12 Autumn Lilly Brown
8/13 Fredy Mejia
8/14 James Dean

Joys & Concerns

Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:

 

An Update From Pastor Bettye 2021 8 2 
 
I got an email from Marj Doll about Pastor Bettye Mixon. She got a diagnosis from the biopsy that was done last Wednesday. It 
is cancer and she will be seeing an oncologist next week. She will learn what her next steps will be and she said prayers will be 
greatly appreciated. Please send your prayers and love to Pastor Bettye.

*Attendance: August 1, 2021 
nglish  49  
Spanish  11  
Total  60  
*Attendance includes online and in person. 
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We hope you will worship with us again.

You can call Pastor Uziel if you need any assistance, please contact him at 224.723.7003.

centennial.pastor@gmail.com

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104


