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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
May 2nd, 2021 – 10:00am – Facebook Live, ZOOM & YouTube

Fifth Sunday of Easter: Year B

GATHERING:                       Erica Kessler
“Sweet By and By”

Joseph P. Webster, arr., by Mark Hayes

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP:
 Come to Christ, the true vine, and bear much fruit. 
 We have come to abide in the vine, and to bear the fruit of salvation.
 Come to love one another, for love is of God.
 We have come to the household of love, for God is love.
 Come to set aside your fears, for perfect love drives our fear.
 We have come to love one another, as God has loved us.
 Come! All are welcome here.

OPENING PRAYER:
Divine Vinegrower, the soil of your love nurtures the roots of our lives each and every day. As we consecrate 
ourselves into your loving care, plant us in the soil of your love, that we may abide in Christ, our true vine 
and bear the fruit of your love and grace. Give us rain in seasons of doubt and nourish our growth, that our 
harvest of love may bless the world. In your bountiful name, we pray. AMEN!

HYMN:      Lord I Want to be a Christian    UMH 402 (vss. 1,3,4)

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
Source of love and life, your glory knows no bounds. We yearn to set aside our fears, but we are often afraid. We long to 
love our sisters and brothers, but we often feel alienated from them. We desire to abide in you as you abide in us, but we 
can’t seem to figure out how. Show us once more how to love, for only love can cast out our fear. Show us how to love one 
another well, for only then can we truly know you. Show how to abide in you vine, for only then can we bear the fruit that 
glorifies your name. AMEN. 

Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
When we abide in Christ, we abide in the vine of love and grace. Abide in the vine, and receive mercy beyond measure.

HYMN:      I Need Thee Every Hour    UMH 397 (vss. 1,4,5)

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER
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THE LORD’S PRAYER:

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

DOXOLOGY:              Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow   UMH 94

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
Bountiful God, you fill the poor with good things and cause the hungry to be satisfied. May these gifts be instruments of your grace 
and may our very lives be the means of spreading your blessings. Make these gifts be for the world a sign of your boundless love 
and your overflowing abundance. AMEN.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

FIRST LESSON: 
ACTS 8:26 – 40

A reading from Acts…
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 
So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian[a] eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake 
(which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship,28 and on his way home was sitting in his 
chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet.29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
Philip asked.
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
    and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
    so he did not open his mouth.
33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
    Who can speak of his descendants?
    For his life was taken from the earth.”[b]
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with 
that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus.
36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way 
of my being baptized?” [37] [c] 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the 
water and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the 
eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing.40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching 
the gospel in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL LESSON:
JOHN 15:1 – 8

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to John the 15th chapter, beginning with the first verse…
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch 
that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken 
to you.4 Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you 
bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, 
thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done 
for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ

SERMON:       
“Look, here is water”

Pastor Uziel Hernández Martínez

RESPONSE TO THE WORD:
Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic** church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. 
Amen.
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HYMN:    Go Make of All Disciples    UMH 571 (1,2,4)

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God.
We will be born of love each day of our lives.
Beloved, let us abide in Christ’s love, for he is the vine and we are the branches.
We will grow as Christ’s disciples and bear fruit for a world in need.
Beloved, let us care for one another, for the Spirit helps us abide in God’s peace.
We will glorify God in the lives we lead. AMEN. 

GOING FORTH

CREDITS:

• Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession, Words of Assurance and 
Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020. Used by permission. 
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier. 

 At Home:   Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.

Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:   Nancy O’Leary, Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, Maynard Wibom, 

Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, Silvia Duran,  Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, 

Wayne Russ, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Jennifer Martin, Forest Nelson.

BIRTHDAYS 
5/2 Mark Dean
5/2 David Jacobson
5/2 Leslie LeBeau

5/2 Maynard Wibom
5/4 Audrey Brown
5/8 Gordy Blaisdell

Joys & Concerns

Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:

Bev just received a text from Sandy Rivas asking us to not only keep praying for her sister Frances, but also for her brother 
Richard who also has developed covid and is not doing very well at all. Please keep all of their family in your prayers and they 
face a very scary time.

Ellen Dean called regarding Bruce Eller (he is the husband of Linda Eller who was our Pastor) several years ago. He just wanted 
to say hi to everyone and to let us know he is doing well. It is always good to have good news to pass on to all of you.

I received a phone call from Marj Doll regarding her niece Glenda Vanzant. Yesterday, there was a drive by shooting on Sandy 
Hollow Road. Glenda was driving on Sandy Hollow at that time and was rear ended and pushed into the incoming lane. She is 
suffering from a broken breast bone, a cut on her head that required stiches and a broken vertebra in her upper neck. She is in 
the hospital and needs our prayers. She usually drives her convertible and yesterday she was driving her husband’s truck which 
saved her from having more injuries. When I get an update on her, I will send out another email.

An update on Glenda Vanzant (Marj Doll’s niece) who was in a car accident this week. Glenda is now in her own room 
and her family is able to visit her. She suffered a brain bleed (thanks heavens that has stopped), a broken heel and a broken 
vertebrae. She will eventually be going to rehab but it will probably be a long recovery. Please continue to pray for her 
recovery and also keep her family in your prayers. 

Pastor Judith Kelsey Powell’s sister Joy needs our prayers as she is having problems with her a-fib and blood pressure. She 
is waiting to have a MRI to confirm if she has had a small stroke.  

Pastor Bette Mixon has not been feeling well for about 3 weeks and is waiting to have a ctscan to see what is causing her 
problem. Please keep her in your prayers. 
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We hope you will worship with us again.

Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – Thursday - 9:00 
am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369, 

or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
 

When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at 
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com 

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104


