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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
April 18th, 2021 – 10:00am – Facebook Live, ZOOM & YouTube
Third Sunday of Easter: Year B

GATHERING:

									
“I Will Arise and Go to Jesus”
Southern Folk Melody, arr., by Mark Hayes

Erica Kessler

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Answer us when we call, O God.
Be gracious to us and hear our prayer.
When we are in distress, you make space for us.
You put gladness in our hearts, as with a fine feast.
When we are disturbed, may we not sin,
But ponder things on our beds and be silent.
I will both lie down and sleep in peace.
For you alone, O Lord, make me lie down in safety.
OPENING PRAYER:
Holy God, we give thanks that you often reveal yourself to be different from our expectations. When we long for the love
we have known in the past, our eyes are dimmed to the beauty you reveal to us now. As your first followers struggled
to see how a suffering saviour could be the messiah, we strain to recognize you still today. Come, Spirit, make yourself
known in the study of scripture, in our songs of praise, and especially in the grace and love we offer one another.
Make yourself known in every friend we have yet to meet in your good and blessed name. AMEN!
HYMN:

				

He Lives				UMH 310

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
Spirit of the Risen Savior, when we fail to recognize you, we become reluctant to follow in your way. Just as the disciples
struggled to comprehend how the Christ could have been a suffering servant, we find it difficult to see you in those who
suffer today. We resist starting down the path you have shown us until we know exactly where it will lead. Free us from
cynicism and fear. Liberate your world from suspicion and prejudice. Forgive us, Living Lord, and lead us wherever you
will. AMEN.
Moment of Silence
WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Christ lived, died, and rose again for us, even while we were sinners. This is proof of God’s love for us. In the name of Christ,
we are forgiven! AMEN.
HYMN:

		

O How He Loves You and Me				
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TFWS 2108

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER:
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
		
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
DOXOLOGY:		

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow			

UMH 94

OFFERTORY PRAYER:
God of love, help us remember that Christ has no body now on earth but ours, no hands but ours, no feet but ours. Ours are the eyes
to see the needs of the world. Ours are the hands to bless the people we meet. Ours are the feet to do good in Christ’s name. bless, O
God, the work of our hands and these offerings, that they may be Christ’s work in the world. AMEN.
CHILDREN’S MOMENT
FIRST LESSON:
A reading from Acts…

ACTS 3:12 – 19

12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own
power or godliness we had made this man walk?13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his
servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You
disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised
him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong.
It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has completely healed him, as you can all see.
17 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had
foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be
wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord,
Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God!
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PSALM READING (IN UNISON):
PSALM 4
1 Answer me when I call to you,
my righteous God.
Give me relief from my distress;
have mercy on me and hear my prayer.
2 How long will you people turn my glory into shame?
How long will you love delusions and seek false gods?
3 Know that the Lord has set apart his faithful servant for himself;
the Lord hears when I call to him.
4 Tremble and do not sin;
when you are on your beds,
search your hearts and be silent.
5 Offer the sacrifices of the righteous
and trust in the Lord.
6 Many, Lord, are asking, “Who will bring us prosperity?”
Let the light of your face shine on us.
7 Fill my heart with joy
when their grain and new wine abound.
8 In peace I will lie down and sleep,
for you alone, Lord,
make me dwell in safety.
SECOND LESSON:
1 JOHN 3:1 – 7
A reading from first John…
3 See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The
reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will
be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ appears,[a] we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is.
3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.
4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away
our sins. And in him is no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or
known him.
7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.
Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God!

4

GOSPEL LESSON:

LUKE 24:36b – 48
Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Luke the 24th chapter, beginning with the 36th verse…
36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 37 They
were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in
your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you
see I have.”
40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and
amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it
and ate it in their presence.
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in
the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah
will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day,47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things.
Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
SERMON:

HYMN: 			

“Have you anything to eat?”
Pastor Uziel Hernández Martínez
Sent Out in Jesus Name					

TFWS 2184

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
Christ is alive and has met us here.
Now let us meet God’s Spirit among friends, strangers, and in all of creation.
For God’s love lives today and forevermore. AMEN.
GOING FORTH
CREDITS:
• Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Words of Assurance, Prayer of Confession, and Benediction from The
Abingdon Worship Annual 2020. Used by permission.
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved.
• CCLI #1072770
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225
Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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Announcements
April 18, 2021

ADULT FAITH FORMATION (EASTER 2021):
Wednesdays
		
1st Bible Study: on the Book of Job
				
- with Pastor Judith in English, 1pm. On ZOOM.
		
2nd Bible Study:
				
- with Pastor Uziel in Spanish, 7pm. On Facebook Live.
NIC BISHOP AND CABINET EASTER WORSHIP SERVICE: Our bishop and his cabinet has prepared a worship service for easter season.
We will be watching this service next week, April 25th, 2021, on our regular services.
ROCKFORD DISTRICT LAY ACADEMY:

Saturday, May 8, 8 am to 12 noon
Saturday, May 22, 8 am to 12 noon
Sunday, May 23, 1- 3 pm

Virtual via Zoom
Attendance at all three sessions is required.
Cost: $20
Students must purchase their own books.

Choose one of three classes offered:
PLANNING WORSHIP
Learn the basic pattern of United Methodist worship within the broader context of Christian worship. This class will cover:
•
Basic resources for planning and leading worship.
•
Practical suggestions how to renew and revitalize worship.
•
Being effective leaders in planning and revitalizing worship.
•
Understanding and communicating the uniqueness of UM worship.
•
Leading the congregation into a deeper and richer experience of God through worship.
This class uses “Worshipping with United Methodists” by Holt Hickman available on Cokesbury.com or Amazon. ISBN# 9780687335268
AGING & MINISTRY IN THE 21ST CENTURY
Learn how to build a ministry for older adults. While a popular perception is that the aged are needy and infirmed, the majority of older
adults have plenty to give. Learn how to tap into their wisdom, energy, experience and talents. This class uses “Aging and Ministry in the
21st Century” by Richard Gentzler. Available at Cokesbury.com or Amazon. ISBN# 9780881775402
LEADING IN PRAYER
Praying in public can be daunting, but prayer is something one learns. This course on praying in public will help the participant grow in
confidence and skill in public prayer and enrich their personal prayer life. This class uses “Shaping the Prayers of the People” by Samuel
Wells and Abigail Kocher, available from Cokesbury.com or Amazon. ISBN 13 # 9780802870971
Interested in the Lay Servant Basic Course? Please contact Pastor Leslie at jptmom8@gmail.com.

Any other questions? Please contact Pastor Leslie at jptmom8@gmail.com.
PASTOR UZIEL DATES OUT: Pastor Uziel will be out of town for the weekend of April 22nd – April 25th. If you have a pastoral
emergency, please contact Pastor Keith Kelsey-Powell (815) 298 – 3574.
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows: Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier.
At Home: Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab: Nancy O’Leary, Keith Sodergren, Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, Maynard Wibom,
Rev. Bettye Mixon, Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, Silvia Duran, Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ,
Wayne Russ, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Jennifer Martin, Forest Nelson.

BIRTHDAYS
4/21
4/22
4/23

Ashley Vails
Neil Rote
Roman Brown

Joys & Concerns
Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:
I received a text from Pastor Uziel concerning Ruben. Ruben has been discharged from
the hospital and he is doing well, making jokes and feeling good. They expect to be home
around 1 to 2pm. He will be have a second surgery in 6 months. We are so thankful he is
doing so well.
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We hope you will worship with us again.
Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – Thursday - 9:00
am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369,
or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104
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