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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
April 11th, 2021 – 10:00am – Facebook Live, ZOOM & YouTube

Second Sunday of Easter: Year B

GATHERING:                       Erica Kessler
O For a Faith That Will Not Shrink

Traditional American, arr. by Anna Laura Page

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Come, walk in the light
We walk together as children of light and love.
Come, gather in the love of God.
We gather together as children of light and love.
Come, live in the unity of God’s Holy Spirit.
We live together as children of light and love.

OPENING PRAYER:
Light of the world, shine upon us with your Holy Spirit. 
Gather in our midst, that we might know you are truly here.
Guide us in unity and love, that we might be a blessing of unity and love for the world. AMEN!

HYMN:       Grace Alone      TFWS 2162

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:
You know us so very well, Christ Jesus.
You know our doubts and our questions, and you love us enough to welcome such doubts and questions.
You know our fractures and divisions, and you love us enough to invite us to forgive one another and live in unity.
You know the shadows that tempt us, and still you shine your light within, inviting warmth and welcoming us back to 
your path of peace and love. 
Thank you for loving us and for inviting us on the journey of love. 
Help us embrace this journey, that we may walk in the light, and live in unity together. 
In your gracious love, we pray. AMEN. 

Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God is faithful in love and grace, making our confession welcome and cleansing for the soul. Rejoice! We are children of 
light. Even when we falter, God’s love is strong enough to bring us back to the light of forgiveness and grace. AMEN.

HYMN:      Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus   UMH 462 (vss., 1,2,4)
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JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER:

And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

DOXOLOGY:              Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    UMH 94

OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
Generous God, we offer you our gifts as best we can. Although we don’t share everything in common, as those first believers did, 
we are sharing these gifts, that they may be used for the common good. Bless these gifts with the power of our Holy Spirit. Bless us 
with a spirit of unity and love. And bless our ministries, that we may bring your message of unity and love for all the world to know. 
In your Holy Spirit. AMEN.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

FIRST LESSON: 
ACTS 4:32 – 35

A reading from Acts…
32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared 
everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace 
was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned 
land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone 
who had need.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God!

PSALM READING (IN UNISON):
PSALM 133

1 How good and pleasant it is
    when God’s people live together in unity!
2 It is like precious oil poured on the head,
    running down on the beard,
running down on Aaron’s beard,
    down on the collar of his robe.
3 It is as if the dew of Hermon
    were falling on Mount Zion.
For there the Lord bestows his blessing,
    even life forevermore.
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SECOND LESSON:
1 JOHN 5:1 – 6

A reading from first John…
5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the father loves his child as well. 2 
This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for 
God: to keep his commands. And his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is 
the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only the one who believes that 
Jesus is the Son of God.
6 This is the one who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is 
the Spirit who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL LESSON:
JOHN 20:19 – 31

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to John the 20th chapter, beginning with the 19th verse…
19 On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors locked for fear of the Jewish 
leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!”20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
side. The disciples were overjoyed when they saw the Lord.
21 Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” 22 And with that he breathed on them 
and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not 
forgiven.”
24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 25 So the other 
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”
But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his 
side, I will not believe.”
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach 
out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
28 Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!”
29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have 
believed.”
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
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SERMON:       Pastor Isaac Guazo

HYMN:      Just a Closer Walk with Thee     TFWS 2158

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:

Live in the light, the light of unity and love.
Live in the light, the light of faith and hope.
Live in the light, the light of God for all the world to know. 

GOING FORTH

CREDITS:

• Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Words of Assurance, Prayer of Confession, and 
Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020. Used by permission. 
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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Announcements
April 11, 2021

MAY-JUNE 2021 CHIMES:  Items and articles due  by April 18th.
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier. 

 At Home:   Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.

Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:   Nancy O’Leary, Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, Maynard Wibom, 

Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, Silvia Duran,  Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, 

Wayne Russ, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Jennifer Martin, Forest Nelson.

BIRTHDAYS 
4/13 Pat Nelson
4/16 Erica Kessler
4/16 Doris Mejia

4/17 Ana Maria Solis

Joys & Concerns

Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:

About a year ago, I asked for prayers for Aiden because his cancer had returned and once again he had surgery. He is now 14 
years of age. Recently, tests determined that he had another mass which is causing severe pain. He and his family need our 
prayers.

Tara’s daughter Dani: Dani’s recent tests show no cancer of the brain which relieves a tremendous amount of anxiety. However, 
she does have Irritable Bowel Syndrome or something similar which is not pleasant but at least it is not life-threatening. 
Please continue to pray that the doctors find a way to control her symptoms and ease her discomfort.

Thank you
Bev

Dave Holland talked to Kelly Nelson regarding her husband Forest. Please pray for them as Forest is fighting many health 
issues. Forest is the son of Pat Nelson.

Please keep Carol Risenhoover in your prayers as she not only has knee and back problems that she has been going to physical 
therapy for but now has developed plantar fasclitis and something snapped in her foot and she has a very difficult time 
walking. 

Please keep Rueben and Rosa Mendoza in your prayers because after many months Rueben is finally going to have his surgery 
this week. 

Joel and Margaret Mae had a nice outdoor wedding this past weekend. Joel is the grandson of Joyce Russ and the nephew of 
Karen and David Russ. Congratulations to the happy couple.
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We hope you will worship with us again.

Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – Thursday - 9:00 
am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369, 

or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
 

When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at 
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com 

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104


