
1

Centennial  United  Methodist Church
1503 Broadway, Rockford, Illinois 61104
Rev. Uziel Hernandez Martinez, Pastor

815-397-2771 
centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com

www.centennialumcrockford.org

Ash Wednesday
February 17, 2021



2

CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
February 17th, 2021 – 7:30pm – ZOOM, Facebook & YouTube

Ash Wednesday: Year B

GATHERING MUSIC:                    Erica Kessler
      
GREETING

OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
Our hearts are laid bare before you, Lord. You see us as no one else does. You see past the impostor’s masks 
we wear. O God, we come to worship you, not with empty words and hollow acts of piety, but with lonely, 
aching spirits. We long for the days of joy and gladness we have known with you. Fold back the darkness 
that surrounds us. Show us your mercy. Cover us with your grace. We return our whole hearts to you this 
day, as we pray humbly together in Jesus’s name. AMEN

HYMN:                                                          Amazing Grace     UMH 378 (vss. 1,4,5)

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:
JOEL 2:1 – 2, 12 – 17

A reading from the Prophet Joel…
2 Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Let all who live in the land tremble, for the day of the Lord 
is coming. It is close at hand—2 a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness. Like dawn spreading across 
the mountains a large and mighty army comes, such as never was in ancient times nor ever will be in ages to come.
12 “Even now,” declares the Lord, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 13 Rend 
your heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and 
abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 14 Who knows? He may turn and relent and leave behind a 
blessing—grain offerings and drink offerings for the Lord your God. 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call 
a sacred assembly. 16 Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; bring together the elders, gather the children, those 
nursing at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber. 17 Let the priests, who minister 
before the Lord, weep between the portico and the altar. Let them say, “Spare your people, Lord. Do not make your 
inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their 
God?’”

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God!
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PSALM 57:1-17 (unison):
1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my 
transgressions.
2 Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.
3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.
4 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; so you are right in your verdict and 
justified when you judge.
5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.
6 Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place.
7 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.
8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.
9 Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.
10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.
13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, so that sinners will turn back to you.
14 Deliver me from the guilt of bloodshed, O God, you who are God my Savior, and my tongue will sing of your 
righteousness.
15 Open my lips, Lord, and my mouth will declare your praise.
16 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.
17 My sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise.

NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:
2 CORINTHIANS 5:20B – 6:10

A reading from the second letter to the Corinthians…
We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.
6 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says,
“In the time of my favor I heard you,
    and in the day of salvation I helped you.” 
I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation.
3 We put no stumbling block in anyone’s path, so that our ministry will not be discredited. 4 Rather, as servants of God we 
commend ourselves in every way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and distresses; 5 in beatings, imprisonments and riots; 
in hard work, sleepless nights and hunger; 6 in purity, understanding, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sincere love; 
7 in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left; 8 through glory 
and dishonor, bad report and good report; genuine, yet regarded as impostors; 9 known, yet regarded as unknown; dying, and 
yet we live on; beaten, and yet not killed;10 sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making many rich; having nothing, and yet 
possessing everything.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God!
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HYMN:                          Sweet Hour of Prayer     UMH 496

THE GOSPEL LESSON:
MATTHEW 6:1 – 6, 16 – 21

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Matthew the 6th chapter, beginning with the 1st verse…
6 “Be careful not to practice your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from 
your Father in heaven.
2 “So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the 
streets, to be honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give to the needy, do 
not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you.
5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners 
to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the 
door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
6 “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to show others they are fasting. Truly 
I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17 But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that it 
will not be obvious to others that you are fasting, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees what is 
done in secret, will reward you.19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, 
and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ

SERMON:
“Good News in the Ashes”

Pastor Uziel Hernández Martínez

INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE

THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES

IMPOSITION OF ASHES

CONFESSION AND PARDON
 Prayers of Confession in Silence

 Pardon:
 May the almighty and merciful God, who desires not the death of a sinner
 but that we turn from wickedness and live, accept your repentance, forgive your sins, and restore you by the Holy   
 Spirit to newness of life. Amen.
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THE PEACE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (unison):
God, we glorify you today. Thank you for not giving up on us.
Thank you for not throwing us away or casting us aside.
Thank you for not dealing with us as we so deserved.
Thank you for love that covers a multitude of sins.
With wide open arms, you have received us,
So, we come running back to you.

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. AMEN.

CLOSING HYMN:     O Master Let Me Walk with Thee   UMH 430 (vss. 1,2,3)

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
Though the night is dark, the Light of the world goes before you. God guides your steps and surrounds your life. Go in peace, 
ready to serve the One who has always loved you. AMEN.

GOING FORTH

CREDITS:
• Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Opening Prayer, Words of Assurance, Prayer of Confession, Offering Prayer and 
Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020. Used by permission. 
• Copyright © 2021 by Discipleship Ministries: Prayer of Thanksgiving from Kaleb A. Oates, Lenten Liturgical Resources 
from Africana Writers, edited by Safiya Fosua, 2020. Used by permission.
• Copyright © 1992 UMPH: Pardon from The Book of Common Prayer (The Episcopal Church, 1979), 264-269. Public 
Dominion.
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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We hope you will worship with us again.

Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – Thursday - 9:00 
am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369, 

or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
 

When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at 
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com 

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104


