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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
January 10th, 2021 – 10:00am – ZOOM, Facebook & YouTube

The Baptism of the Lord: Year B

GATHERING MUSIC:                    Erica Kessler
Canon

Johann Pachelbel, arr. Denes Agay

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
Word of God, speak, for your servants are listening. (Pause for silent prayer.) Spirit of creation and renewal, 
hover over our gathering this day, as you hovered over creation on that first day. Enter into our hearts 
and our lives, as you did at the day of our baptism. Descend on us like a dove, as you did on Jesus’s day of 
baptism, that we may hear again your words of love and adoption. Speak from the heavens into our minds, 
that we may perceive your words of guidance and wisdom. AMEN. 

CALL TO WORSHIP:
God’s strong voice calls us to worship, 
calling us to sing and offer praise. 
God’s creative voice calls us to worship,  
calling us to life and light.
God’s loving voice calls us to worship,
calling us to love and be loved.
Listen, for God’s voice calls to us now.

HYMN:                                                           Shall We Gather at the River   UMH 723 (1,2,4)

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison):
When our hearts are hard as stone, soften us with your grace. When our lives are riddled with sin and pain, 
heal us with your mercy. When our ears are ringing with self-doubt and cynicism, strengthen us with words 
of faith and love. When our minds are muddled with confusion and fear, enlighten us with the radiance of 
your wisdom. Speak to our spirits from the truth of your being, the reality of your love, and the promise of 
your forgiveness, that we may hear your voice clearly and follow where you call us to go. AMEN.

Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Hear the truth of God’s voice breaking through the clouds of our lives: “You are my child, the one I dearly love. I delight in 
your creation.” “You are my child, the one I dearly love. I delight in your creation.” 

HYMN:                          Breathe on Me Breath of God   UMH 420



3

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. AMEN. 
  
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

DOXOLOGY:              Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow   UMH 94
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison): 
Bless these gifts with your voice of creation, you healing, and your love, Mighty God. Transform our meager 
offerings into abundant gifts for a world in need of your light and life. AMEN.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT

THE NEW TESTAMENT LESSON:
ACTS 19:1-7

A reading from Acts…
19 While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some 
disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”
“John’s baptism,” they replied.
4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that 
is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, 
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God!



4

THE GOSPEL LESSON:
MARK 1:4-11

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter, beginning with the 4th verse…
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The 
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him 
in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 
wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with[a] water, but he will baptize you with[b] the Holy Spirit.”
9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out 
of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: 
“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ

SERMON:
“Baptized in the Spirit”

Pastor Uziel Hernández Martínez

CLOSING HYMN:       Spirit Song    UMH 347

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
Amidst a noisy world, make way to listen for God. In the busiest of days, find time to listen for God. For in the listening, we 
finally hear this truth: We are beloved children of God – created in love, created for love, created to love. Let’s go out there to 
listen and love. AMEN. 

GOING FORTH
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CREDITS:
• Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Opening Prayer and Call to Worship, Words of Assurance, Prayer of Confession, 
Offering Prayer and Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020. Used by permission. 
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier. 

 At Home:   Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.

Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:   Nancy O’Leary, Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, Maynard Wibom, 

Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, Silvia Duran,  Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, 

Wayne Russ, Pastor Uziel, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Dave Holland, Ivan Hernandez, Idan John, Jennifer Martin, Grace  & Jeff Palmer.

BIRTHDAYS 
1/10 Tara Arencibia
1/16 Noreen Slade

Joys & Concerns

Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:

Karen Russ gave us some good news today. Dave went to the University of Chicago Hospital and had a pet scan on Dec 23. The results 
were good as there is improvement in his cancer. Thank God.

Bev Dahlgren said Art Huenkemeier called her and said he is doing well. He exercises every day and is still able to go to the cafeteria 
for his meals. He said instead of 4 people at his table, it is now down to 2 for every one’s safety. He thanks everyone for the bulletins and 
the joys and concerns he receives every week. 

Carol Risenhoover is asking for prayers for her neighbors, Mike and Maria. Mike is not feeling well and Maria was diagnosed 
with covid-19 and is having a hard time as she fights the virus.

Kyle (Dave Holland’s friend) who had been hospitalized for a long time because of a brain aneurism but was finally able to return 
home has passed away. Please keep his wife Brianna and his family in your prayers as they mourn Kyle. 

Erica Kessler asked for continued prayers for her niece and nephew who live in England as they are recuperating from Covid-19.

Pastor Judith Kelsey Powell’s young friend Alex, who attempted suicide is now home from the psychiatric hospital. Please keep 
him and his family in your prayers.

It was a joy to see Milka today at the church service. She joined us via zoom as she was driving her truck in Ohio. She said there 
have been some scary times driving as the roads have not been good due to the snow and ice. She said she made it through the storm 
and is doing well. We are so happy that she is enjoying her new job.
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We hope you will worship with us again.

Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – Thursday - 9:00 
am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369, 

or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
 

When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at 
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com 

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104


