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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
December 27th, 2020 – 10:00am – ZOOM, Facebook & YouTube
The First Sunday after Christmas: Year B

GATHERING MUSIC:

								
Silent Night
Traditional, arr. by Eugenie Rocherolle

Erica Kessler

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
Light of the world, shine in our lives this day. As we gather to worship you this day, give us the eyes of
Simeon and the faith of Anna, that we may see the promise of our salvation. As we come before you with
hope and expectation, give us the spirit of your Son, that we too may grow in strength and increase in
wisdom. In your holy name, we pray. AMEN.
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Praise the Lord from the highest heaven.
the sun and moon, and all the stars in sky, sing praises to our God.
Praise the Lord from the deepest valley.
The mountains and hills , and all the trees in the forest, worship the Lord on high.
Praise the Lord from heart filled with song.
The old and young, and all the saints of God, sing with songs of joy.
Come! Let us worship the ruler of heaven and earth.
HYMN:

There’s a Song in the Air			

UMH 249 (1,2,4)

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison):
Lord Jesus, this most holy of nights brings me gladness, grief, and Joy.
Gladness, because you left the splendor of Heaven’s glory to come to a dark and cold world, to bring the
light and warmth of your Kingdom to a world so in need of your Love, your Peace, your Joy.
Grief, because you came into the world, yet the world did not receive You. you came to your own, and your
own did not welcome you. and still today, people turn away from you. I turn away from you. Sin still scars
your creation and the hearts of your own people. and Joy, because you offer perfect forgiveness and full
cleansing to all who acknowledge their need of you. Cleanse my heart today, Lord Jesus, so that I may
welcome you as I long to, certain that I am also welcomed by You. AMEN.
Moment of Silence
WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Hear the good news of the psalmist’s proclamation: If I say, “Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, and the light around
me will be night,” even the darkness is not dark to God, and the night is as bright as the day. The God who promised never
to leave us or forsake us HAS come to us in Jesus Christ who binds up the broken-hearted, heals all our infirmities, and
relieves our burden of sin. So, arise, shine; for your light has come, And the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. Thanks be
to God!
HYMN:

What Child is This							UMC 219 (1,3)
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. AMEN.
		
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
DOXOLOGY:		

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow			

UMH 94

OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison):
Gracious God, thank you for the gifts of Christmas that bless us throughout the year. As we offer you our offering in
gratitude and praise, we dedicate our labor, our industry, and our very lives to the building of your kingdom. May
our gifts go forth to a world in need, as signs of your redemption and your hope. May we shine with your glory, that
others may discover your saving love. In Christ’s name, we pray. AMEN.
CHILDREN’S MOMENT
SPECIAL MUSIC: 							
		
What Child Is This
Traditional, arr. by Eugenie Rocherolle
THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:
A reading from Isaiah…

Erica Kessler

ISAIAH 61:10 – 62:3

10 I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a
robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11 For as the
soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and praise spring
up before all nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, till her vindication shines out
like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch.2 The nations will see your vindication, and all kings your glory;
you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the Lord will bestow. 3 You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand, a
royal diadem in the hand of your God.
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THE GOSPEL LESSON:
LUKE 2:22-40
Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Luke the 2nd chapter, beginning with the 22nd verse…
22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to
present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24
and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.”
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of
Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had
seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus
to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:
29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.”
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his
mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35
so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too.”
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her
husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but
worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke
about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of
Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was on him.
Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
SERMON:
“Falling to Our Knees”
Dave Holland
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AN ORDER FOR THE RECOGNITION OF LEADERS IN THE CHURCH:
Dear friends, Milka and Marje have been called by God and chosen by the people of God for leadership in the church. Their
ministry has been a blessing and a serious responsibility over the years. Today we recognize their special gifts and calling as
they work among us and for us. In love we thank them for accepting their obligation and challenges as they offered their best
to the Lord, to this people, and to our ministry in the world. May they live a life in Christ and make him known in their witness
and their work.
Today we recognize Milka Rivera and Marje Doll. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon them and remain with them forever. AMEN
Leader (L): When there was a need, you came forward.
Congregation (C): And so we thank you.
L: In the nighttime or daytime, on weekends and even in the coldest, darkest part of the year, you helped.
C: And so, we thank you.
L: Elected and duly appointed or quietly, anonymously, and unbidden, you did what needed doing.
C: And so, we thank you.
L: Sometimes with the help of many hands, other times alone, you worked.
C: And so, we thank you.
L: You gave your time, talent and even your treasure for the life of the congregation.
C: And so, we thank you.
L: Your families and loved ones supported you in your efforts, worried for you when things piled up and perhaps grumbled at
you for the extent of your commitment.
C: And so, we thank your families and loved ones.
L: For all things great and small you have given this congregation, we take time today to recognize,
ALL: To thank you and to honor you.
Let us pray.
Almighty God pour out your blessings upon these your servants who have been given particular ministries in
your church. Grant them grace to give themselves wholeheartedly in your service now and always. Keep before
them the example of our Lord, who did not think first of himself, but gave himself for us all. Let them share his
ministry and consecration wherever they go, that they may enter into his joy. Guide them in their lives. Reward
their faithfulness with the knowledge that through them your purposes are accomplished, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
The pastor addresses the congregation:
Dear friends, rejoice that God provides laborers for the vineyards. Will you do all you can to assist and encourage
each other in the responsibilities to which you have been called, giving yourselves to cooperation, to counsel,
and to prayers?
The congregation responds:
We will.
Let us share words of thankfulness to Milka and Marje.
CLOSING HYMN: 			

Shine, Jesus, Shine 				
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TFWS 2173

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
Go in peace, for we have seen the salvation of our God. We go with joy, for Christ has clothed us with love. Go in hope, for the
Spirit shows us our glorious inheritance in the Lord. We go with God. AMEN.
GOING FORTH
CREDITS:
• Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Opening Prayer and Call to Worship, Words of Assurance, Prayer of Thanksgiving
and Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020. Used by permission.
• Copyright © 2020 Re:Worship: Advent Prayer of Confession written by Rev. Jan Brooks, Cottonwood Falls Presbyterian
Church. Used by permission.
• Copyright © 2020 United Church of Christ: 2002 Worship and Education Ministry Team, Local Church Ministries, United
Church of Christ, Cleveland, Ohio. Permission is granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or
church education. Prepared by Sidney D. Fowler
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved.
• Copyright © 1992 The United Methodist Publishing House: Order of Recognition of Leaders of the Church.
• Copyright © 2020 Unitarian Universalist Association: Recognition of Volunteer Litany by Jay Libby.
• CCLI #1072770
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225
Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Preacher: David Holland
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows: Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier.
At Home: Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab: Nancy O’Leary, Keith Sodergren, Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, Maynard Wibom,
Rev. Bettye Mixon, Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, Silvia Duran, Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ,
Wayne Russ, Pastor Uziel, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Dave Holland, Ivan Hernandez, Idan John, Jennifer Martin, Grace & Jeff Palmer.

BIRTHDAYS

12/28 Arely Barrera
12/30 Jeanine Homan
12/31 Drake Brown

12/31 Marissa Saucedo
12/31 Melissa Saucedo
1/2
Deborah Wescott

Joys & Concerns
Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:
Mickey Wibom is back in the hospital to have more testing done. Please keep him and Marlene in
your prayers.
Pastor Judith’s friend Jay was diagnosed with a malignant brain tumor. After he had it removed, he
went to a nursing home for rehab. While he was there he contacted covid-19. As soon as his virus is
gone, he will begin chemo and radiation. Jay needs our prayers.
Erica Kessler said her sister Becky is not feeling well and she has developed a cough due to the
covid. Please continue to keep Becky in your prayers.
Milka Rivera, our former administrative assistant, is doing over the road truck driving and has been
in California and Texas as well as other states. She is so happy and we are so glad for her.
Britta Peterson and Carol Risenhoover delivered Christmas gift bags to our Sat Kids Club families
Saturday. Today, Alyin Medina and Dave Holland will be delivering to other families. We thank them
for helping the families have a happy Christmas.
Andrea Martinez (Pastor Uziel’s wife) is going to become a U.S. Citizen soon. We are so proud of her
and are so glad she shared her wonderful news with us. Congratulations Andrea.
Connie Brown’s friend Nathan just found out his only child, his daughter, Natia is dying. She is 14.
She had a seizure at school and was taken to the hospital and found that her entire body including
her brain is full of tumors. Nathan flew to New Hampshire on Friday where Natia lives with her
mother. He is the best daddy and still calls her his little one, even though she is as tall as he is. Their
entire family need our prayers. What a devastating event to happen to their family. May God give
them strength.
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We hope you will worship with us again.
Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – Thursday - 9:00
am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369,
or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL
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