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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
December 20th, 2020 – 10:00am – ZOOM, Facebook & YouTube
The Fourth Sunday of Advent: Year B

GATHERING MUSIC:

								
Silent Night
Traditional, arr. by Eugenie Rocherolle

Erica Kessler

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE:
VOICE 1: O God, we light the fourth candle of Advent.
VOICE 2: We hear your angel Gabriel and witness the faith of Mary. Fill us with your grace and light. We recall the times we have
struggled but said yes. We know times when God has filled us and our world with blessing.
VOICE 1: Mary was a young, strong, spiritual woman. Even though her life was not easy, she heard God’s voice and said yes. Her
song was a prayer that would uplift those who were downtrodden. Her lyrics shattered the proud and called the world to change.
She would bear within her the promised child, Jesus, the Light of the World. This Advent, we respond to God’s beckoning to us as
well.
VOICE 2: Revealing God, visit us and fill us with your Spirit. Bring your good news to life within us. Give us courage to carry your
light into the injustices and shadows of this world. Amen.
VOICE 1: Shine on us, O God of justice; Guide our path through gloom of night; Bear within us Wisdom’s glory; Come to us, O Christ
the Light.
[The Fourth Advent Candle is lighted - the Candle of Love]
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
Mighty God, pour out your Holy Spirit on all of us gathered here. As we follow in Mary’s footsteps, open our hearts,
that we might be filled with your good ness and your love. Live in us, that we might bear the Christ light for all to
see. Overshadow us with your presence, that we might truly be blessed and offer your blessing of love to the world.
AMEN.
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Our soul magnify the Lord.
Our spirits rejoice in God our Savior.
The Mighty One has done great things for us.
Holy is God’s name.
God’s mercy is ever near, from generation to generation.
God’s strength scatters the proud, but lifts the humble of heart.
God’s love fills us up, nourishing our hungry souls.
God’s grace has called us here, strengthening our lives of faith.
HYMN:

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light				
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UMH 206

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison):
O Holy God of Promise, we so often place our trust in the things we can see, and touch, and easily believe. But you
did not ask us to believe what is easy, you have asked us to believe what is true! Forgive us, Holy One, when we
doubt the ways you work. Forgive us when we find it hard to believe an ancient story. Forgive us we question how
you chose to enter the world, born as one of us. Forgive our lack of faith and belief in ways which seem so impossible
to believe. Help us to look in faith, open our belief, and set aside our doubts that you sent your Son, born of a virgin
– the one who has come to set us all free. We offer these prayers in the name of your Son, Jesus, the Light of the
world. AMEN.
Moment of Silence
WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Rejoice! God has looked with favor upon the powerless and the lowly. Christ has come to redeem us from our sin. The Spirit has
strengthened us with the power of grace and love. In the mercy of the triune God, we are forgiven. AMEN.
HYMN:

		

Star Child						TFWS 2095

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. AMEN.
		
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
DOXOLOGY:		

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow			

UMH 94

OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison):
Just as our souls magnify the Lord, may our offerings glorify God. Surely, we are blessed. We rejoice in the mercy
that you have shown us from generation to generation. We remember the powerful promise you bring: hope to the
hopeless and strength to the weak. With joy, we pray in gratitude and praise. AMEN.
CHILDREN’S MOMENT
SPECIAL MUSIC: 							
			
What Child Is This
Traditional, arr. by Eugenie Rocherolle
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Erica Kessler

THE GOSPEL LESSON:

LUKE 1:26-38, 46-55
Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Luke the 1st chapter, beginning with the 26th verse…
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin
pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her
and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.”
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33
and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy
one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she
who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left her.
Mary’s Song:
46 And Mary said:
“My soul glorifies the Lord
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
48 for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.
50 His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
51 He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52 He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
53 He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
55 to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”
Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
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SERMON:
“Jesús, Light of the World”
Pastor Judith Kelsey-Powell
CLOSING HYMN:

Angels We Have Heard on High 				

UMH 238 (vs. 1,3,4)

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
May God strengthen you according to the gospel.
May the proclamation of Jesus Christ dwell in your hearts and in your lives.
And may the power of the Holy Spirit be with you now and forevermore. AMEN.
GOING FORTH

CREDITS:
• Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press: Opening Prayer and Call to Worship, Words of Assurance, Prayer of Thanksgiving and Benediction from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020. Used by permission.
• Copyright © 2020 Re:Worship: Advent Prayer of Confession written by Rev. Jan Brooks, Cottonwood Falls Presbyterian Church. Used by permission.
• Copyright © 2020 United Church of Christ: 2002 Worship and Education Ministry Team, Local Church Ministries,
United Church of Christ, Cleveland, Ohio. Permission is granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of
worship or church education. Prepared by Sidney D. Fowler
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved.
• CCLI #1072770
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225
Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Preacher: Rev. Judith Kelsey-Powell
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows: Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier.
At Home: Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab: Nancy O’Leary, Keith Sodergren, Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, Maynard Wibom,
Rev. Bettye Mixon, Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, Silvia Duran, Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ,
Wayne Russ, Pastor Uziel, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Dave Holland, Ivan Hernandez, Idan John, Jennifer Martin, Grace & Jeff Palmer.

BIRTHDAYS

12/20 Benjamin Berry
12/20 Abby Williams
12/22 Blanca Zavala

12/23 Elizabeth Jaworowski
12/26 Brooklyn Brown

Joys & Concerns
Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:
Karen Russ said she is so thankful that the vaccine for covid-19 will finally be available. We all
agreed with her. What a blessing.
An update on Stanley Campbell. He has been moved to a rehab center for a few months as he has
a long way to go for his complete recovery. His friend, who was also hit by the car, has been able to
return home. Please keep your prayers going for Stanley.
Mimi Jacobson has a huge cyst on her liver, but the surgeon told her she does not have to have it
removed. What a blessing and a joy.
Mickey Wibom has returned home and joined us for our church service today. We are so glad he is
doing so well.
Cindy Whitmer’s friend Mary, who is 92 years of age fell and broke her hip. She has been
transferred to East Bank for her rehab. Please for a successful recovery.
Tina, a friend of Pastor Uziel, fell on Saturday and was taken to the emergency room. Please pray
for her and her family.
We had special music today in our church service. Jan Rungren and Janie Kellerman played
Silent Night on the chimes. It was beautiful and hopefully they will bless again with their talents.
We are so blessed to have Erica Kessler as our pianist, she brings so much joy to us with her music.
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We hope you will worship with us again.
Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – Thursday - 9:00
am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369,
or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104
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