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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
December 13th, 2020 – 10:00am – ZOOM, Facebook & YouTube

The Third Sunday of Advent: Year B

GATHERING

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE:
VOICE 1: We light the third candle of Advent.
VOICE 2: We look to John, the one you sent, to point us to your light. The light will come into our world and enlighten 
everyone.
VOICE 3: We have known people who have challenged us and called us into God’s light. They seem, like John, called by 
God to prepare us for a deeper faith. We recall…
VOICE 1: God sent John the Baptizer to prepare the people for the coming of Jesus Christ, the true Light of the World. 
John called for people to repent of their sins and to live faithfully. He baptized with a cleansing water and proclaimed the 
new life that Christ, the one who would follow him, would bring. This Advent, we ask for God’s mercy and a joyful new 
beginning.
VOICE 2: Merciful God, we give thanks that you send messengers like John to call us to greater faith. We ask that in these 
days we prepare for you in prayer and acts of holy compassion. Forgive us and lead us to your light. Amen.
VOICE 3: Shine on us, O God of justice; Guide our path through gloom of night; Bear within us Wisdom’s glory; Come to us, 
O Christ the Light.

[The Third Advent Candle is lighted - the Candle of Joy]

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
Spirit of God, we give you thanks for drawing near, for touching the world in the saviour’s birth. Help 
us draw near to you, as we prepare our hearts and our world for the justice and peace you bring. Guide 
our preparations for Christmas, as we share the good news with those who suffer, and as we offer our 
friendship to those who are alone. Move within our hearts, as we make a way for your coming, by forgiving 
others as we have been forgiven. Come, Spirit of God; be born in us anew, that we may live in your mercy 
and your grace. AMEN. 

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Come! Rejoice in our God. Let us give thanks, whatever life brings.
May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
Let us prepare our hearts and our world for the Prince of Peace, who is coming.
May all who weep come home with shouts of joy.
Prepare the way of the Lord, and make straight the path for God’s arrival
In prayer, song, and service, let us prepare for the birth of love.

HYMN:                                                   O Come All Ye Faithful    UMH 234 (vs. 1,2,4)
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INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison):
God of the prophets, we give thanks for the voices that cry out and demand our attention. They call us to 
put our trust and hope in you. Forgive us when we close our eyes to your vision, and when we stop our ears 
to your promise. Heal our weakness when we give up on ourselves, on one another, and on you. Free us from 
hopeless living, that we may joyfully love and serve others in your holy name.  Amen.

Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Know that we are forgiven in Christ’s name. May love live in us and through us, that all may know God’s peace. AMEN.

HYMN:                           Rise Up, Shepherd, and Follow                         TFWS 2096

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. AMEN. 
  
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

DOXOLOGY:              Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow    UMH 94
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison): 
Generous God, your love renews us and restores our strength. With gratitude, we offer you a portion of what 
you have given to us. Receive our gifts, our prayers, and our service, that your church may become a source 
of hope for the world. AMEN.

CHILDREN’S MOMENT              
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THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:
ISAIAH 61:1-4, 8-11

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah…
1The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the 
prisoners, 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 
3and provide for those who grieve in Zion- to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy 
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. 4They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long 
devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.
8”For I, the LORD, love justice; I hate robbery and wrongdoing. In my faithfulness I will reward my people and make 
an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among 
the peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people the LORD has blessed.” 10I delight greatly in 
the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of 
his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as 
the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign LORD will make righteousness 
and praise spring up before all nations.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God

THE GOSPEL LESSON:
JOHN 1:6-8, 19-28

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to John the 1st chapter, beginning with the 6th verse…
6There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so 
that through him all might believe. 8He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.
19Now this was John’s testimony when the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him who he 
was. 20He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Messiah.” 21They asked him, “Then who are you? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22Finally they said, “Who are you? Give 
us an answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23John replied in the words of 
Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way for the LORD.’” 24Now the 
Pharisees who had been sent 25questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor 
the Prophet?” 26”I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 27He is the one 
who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 28This all happened at Bethany on the 
other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
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SERMON:
“Jesús, Emmanuel”

Pastor Uziel Hernandez Martinez

CLOSING HYMN:      Hark the Herald Angels Sing    UMH 240

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon us, anointing us to bring hope to all people. Go, and prepare the way for the Lord of Love. 
AMEN. 

GOING FORTH

CREDITS:
• Prayers and liturgy from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020. Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by 
permission. 
• Copyright 2002 Worship and Education Ministry Team, Local Church Ministries, United Church of Christ, 
Cleveland, Ohio. Permission is granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or church 
education. Prepared by Sidney D. Fowler
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier. 

 At Home:   Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.

Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:   Nancy O’Leary, Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, Maynard Wibom, 

Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, Silvia Duran,  Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, 

Wayne Russ, Pastor Uziel, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Dave Holland, Ivan Hernandez, Idan John, Jennifer Martin.

BIRTHDAYS 
12/13 Cleo English
12/13 Jane Hobblitt Stein
12/14 Reuben Mendoza

12/15 Julie John
12/15 Debbie Kobishka
12/18 Tom Faeth-Miller
12/19 Robert Risenhoover

12/19 Pamela Bressler Smith

Joys & Concerns

Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:

We received wonderful news about Dave Russ this morning. His white blood cells are coming back up and the biopsy showed that his 
cancer is not spreading. God is good.

Brandon, Dave Holland’s 38 year old friend is finally doing better. He was diagnosed with covid-19 several weeks ago and has been 
in critical condition. The family now has hopes that will live even though he has a very long way to go.  Keep praying for him and his 
family.

Mike Coleman, a friend of Dave Holland’s was just diagnosed with terminal cancer. He is receiving chemo in the hopes it will extend 
his life. Please keep him in your prayers.

Aylin Medina’s grandmother passed away due to covid-19. Please keep Aylin and Fredy and the family in your prayers.

Stan Campbell, director of RUM (Rockford Urban Ministry) and his friend were walking and were run over by a car. They were 
both taken to the hospital. Stan is in poor condition and will be in the hospital for a while. His hip was broken in many places and it will 
be a long recovery. He and his friend need our prayers.

Sandi Rivas’ mother passed away. She was 90 years old. Please keep Sandy, Terry and the entire family in your prayers.  

Jeff and Grace Palmer and Tom Palmer (Jeff’s father) all were diagnosed with covid-19. Both Jeff and Tom were hospitalized but 
have returned home. Our prayers go out to all of them and their family.
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We hope you will worship with us again.

Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – Thursday - 9:00 
am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369, 

or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
 

When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at 
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com 

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

CENTENNIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
1503 BROADWAY
ROCKFORD, IL 61104


