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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
December 6th, 2020 – 10:00am – ZOOM, Facebook & YouTube
The Second Sunday of Advent: Year B

GATHERING
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE:
Reader One: Our lists are long, even in this strange mess where we live these days. And we want to do it right, we want
to be safe, but we want to be able to enjoy the season. We’ve got work to do to put right what has gone wrong, to heal
what is broken, to mend the relationships, and to prepare for the company that will come.
Reader Two: The prophet Isaiah reminded us that there is work to be done. “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight
in the desert a highway for our God.” When God comes in, then healing is to be found, but we need to make the way; we
need to open the door into our lives.
Reader One: So, we light these candles as a sign of our faith that the God we worship is not far from us and that we can
clear the way for that God to come and dwell with us. We light these candles in faith that company is coming.
Reader Two: O Come, O Come Emmanuel.
[The Second Advent Candle is lighted - the Candle of Hope]
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
God, we are confident you are coming, bringing a world where all will be made right. Calm our anxiety,
strengthen our patience, and keep our hope aflame, as we work towards, and wait for, your new day. Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Lift up your voice. Lift it up, do not fear.
Feeding, gathering, carrying, leading: this is how God will come.
The old will pass away. A new world will dawn.
Love, faithfulness, righteousness, peace: these will mark God’s new day.
Love needs a path. Peace needs a highway.
Even as we wait, let us make a way for God: in our hearts and in our world.
Let us worship God.
HYMN:

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed				

UMH 203

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison):
Sometimes, we are not ready for things to be made new. Help us, God, to imagine the new earth that you
envision for our world. Help us see ourselves in it. Give us wisdom and courage to hasten the coming of your
day. Amen.
Moment of Silence
WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God is patient. Think of this as salvation. God speaks peace and hope to you. All will be made well. AMEN.
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HYMN:

O Come, O Come Emmanuel				

UMH 211 (1-4)

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. AMEN.
		
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
				
OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison):
O God, who restores and makes new, let these gifts prepare the way: for good news proclaimed, for people
comforted, and for the earth tended. Through our giving, may all partake of an abundant yield of peace and the
hope we have in you. We believe it will be so. AMEN.
DOXOLOGY:		

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow			

CHILDREN’S MOMENT							

		

UMH 94
Joseline John

THE OLD TESTAMENT LESSON:
ISAIAH 40:1-11

A reading from the Prophet Isaiah…
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her
that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all
her sins. 3 A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD[a]; make straight in the desert a highway for our
God. 4 Every valley shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places
a plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD will be revealed, and all people will see it together. For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
6 A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What shall I cry?”“All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the
field. 7 The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the LORD blows on them. Surely the people are grass. 8 The
grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.” 9 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high
mountain. You who bring good news to Jerusalem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of
Judah,“ Here is your God!” 10 See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power, and he rules with a mighty arm. See, his reward is with
him, and his recompense accompanies him. 11 He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries
them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young.
Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God
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THE GOSPEL LESSON:

MARK 1:1-8

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Mark the 1st chapter, beginning with the 1st verse…
1 The beginning of the good news about Jesus the Messiah,[a] the Son of God,[b] 2 as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way”[c]—3 “a voice of one calling in the wilderness, ‘Prepare
the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.’”
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him
in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and
wild honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with[e] water, but he will baptize you with[f] the Holy Spirit.”
Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
SERMON:

CLOSING HYMN: 			

“Jesus, Saviour”
Dave Holland
There’s a Song in the Air			

UMH 249

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
Live in such a way that you await and hasten the coming day of God – the day of love and faithfulness, the day of
righteousness and peace. God now in the confidence that all things are possible. AMEN.
GOING FORTH
CREDITS:
• Prayers and liturgy from The Abingdon Worship Annual 2020. Copyright © 2019 by Abingdon Press. Used by permission.
• Copyright © 2020 Discipleship Ministries: Lighting of Advent Candle Liturgy by Rev. Dr. Derek Weber, Director of Preaching Ministries. Used by
permission.
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved.
• CCLI #1072770
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225
Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Preacher: Dave Holland
Liturgists: CMUMC ministers
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows: Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier.
At Home: Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab: Nancy O’Leary, Keith Sodergren, Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, Maynard Wibom,
Rev. Bettye Mixon, Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, Silvia Duran, Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ,
Wayne Russ, Pastor Uziel, Reuben & Rosa Mendoza, Dave Holland, Ivan Hernandez, Idan John, Jennifer Martin.

BIRTHDAYS
12/10 Mario Solis

Joys & Concerns
Our joys and concerns are from last weeks service and any emails since:
Dave Russ’ white blood count has lowered significantly and he will be having a biopsy to see if his cancer has spread. Please surround
Dave, Karen, their family and Joyce with your love and prayers as they await the results of the biopsy.
Mimi Jacobson’s cousin Samantha’s daughter had a baby on Thanksgiving. She was born with many health issues and is on life
support. Please keep her and her family in your prayers.
Dave Holland’s son Josh has been diagnosed with covid-19. He is feeling ok and we are grateful for that.
This past Monday, Carol Risenhoover,Pastor Uziel, Fredy Mejia, Ismael Arcenibia Britta Peterson and Pam Herriott,
delivered food baskets to the SKC, Sunday School and Church families. We want to thank all of them and Christ UM Church who donated
the baskets. Thanks to their volunteering, many of our families were able to enjoy a great Thanksgiving.
Carol Risenhoover delivered 171 pairs of mittens, gloves and socks to Constance Lane School. If you would still like to donate, Carol
will bring them to the school after the first of the year. Thank you to all that donated these items.
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We hope you will worship with us again.
Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – Thursday - 9:00
am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369,
or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL
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