
1

Centennial  United  Methodist Church
1503 Broadway, Rockford, Illinois 61104
Rev. Uziel Hernandez Martinez, Pastor

815-397-2771 
centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com

www.centennialumcrockford.org

August 16, 2020



2

CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
August 16th, 2020 – 10:00am – Facebook, YouTube, and ZOOM

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost: Year A

GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
With open arms You welcome all who call on Your name— who acknowledge You as Lord, and look to You in faith. 
No one stands outside the circle of Your mercy and love. And so we come to offer You our worship— to declare 
that You are our God, and that we are Your people, called and chosen by You from the very beginning. Through the 
presence of Your Holy Spirit open our eyes to see You here; open our minds to receive Your truth, and our mouths to 
speak and sing Your praise. For You alone are God— worthy of all praise and worship, now and to the end of time.
Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP:
L: Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
P: let all the peoples praise you. 
L: Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 
P: for you judge the peoples with equity and guide the nations upon earth. 
L: Let the peoples praise you, O God; 
P: let all the peoples praise you

HYMN:                                                     My Hope Is Built          UMH 368 (1,2,3)
                
INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison):
Merciful God, we confess that, just like Jesus’ disciples, we too sometimes lose patience with people who need our 
help and support. Like the disciples, we find ourselves wishing that they would just go away and leave us in peace. 
In Your mercy, forgive us. Remind us again of the deep love You showed toward us when we were still in need— a 
love so deep that it sent You willingly to the cross on our behalf. Show us how to love others as You have loved us. 
Teach us Your compassion, so that we may be Your hands and feet to those in need. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Pastor: Brothers and sisters, nothing we say or do can ever separate us from God’s mercy and love, for God’s gifts and God’s call can 
never be withdrawn. His ultimate purpose is not to punish, but to forgive. So be at peace. God has heard your confession. Your sins 
are forgiven
People: Thanks be to God!

HYMN:                                   Healer of Our Every Ill       TFWS 2213

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 
       
OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison): 
God of love and mercy, we give you thanks that the compassion of Christ was challenged to move beyond the people 
of one community. May it be a reminder to us, his disciples, to follow this example in our living and our giving. Help 
us to see beyond our walls, beyond our communities, and across the divides of nation, race and creed, and to be 
generous as we share our blessings that have their source in you, God of us all. We pray in the name of our rock and 
redeemer; in Christ, we pray, Amen. (Matthew 15: 21-28)

THE GREAT COMMISSION:
MATTHEW 28:16-20

A reading from Matthew…
16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they 
worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the 
age.”

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God

THE GOSPEL LESSON:
MATTHEW 15:10-28

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Matthew the 15th chapter, beginning with the 10th verse.
10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but 
what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.”12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees were offended when they heard this?”13 He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled 
up by the roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.”15 Peter said, “Explain the 
parable to us.”16 “Are you still so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach 
and then out of the body? 18 But the things that come out of a person’s mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. 19 For 
out of the heart come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 20 These are what defile 
a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.”21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon. 22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is 
demon-possessed and suffering terribly.”23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, “Send her 
away, for she keeps crying out after us.”24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.”25 The woman came and knelt 
before him. “Lord, help me!” she said.26 He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.”27 “Yes it is, 
Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their master’s table.”28 Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great 
faith! Your request is granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment.

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
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SERMON:
“Without Borders”

Pastor Uziel Hernández Martínez

CLOSING HYMN:                               We Walk by Faith                   TFWS 2196
 
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
As you go from here, remember this: God’s gifts and God’s call can never be taken away—they can never be cancelled or 
rescinded. They are irrevocably yours. So go with confidence and joy to serve God and one another. And may the blessing of 
God— Father, Son and Holy Spirit— be among you and within you wherever you find yourselves this week. AMEN.

GOING FORTH

CREDITS:
• Copyright © 2020 re-worship.blogspot.com: Opening Prayer, Call to Worship, Dismissal with Blessing from Proper 15 A 
used with permission. 
• Copyright © 2020 Ministry Matters™: Prayer of Confession and Assurance, By Nancy C. Townley used with 
permission. 
• Copyright © 2020 Discipleship Ministries: Offering Prayer used with permission, from Rev. Dr. Derek Weber.
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Multimedia: Andrea Martínez Cabrera
Liturgist: Ismael Sebastián & Milka Rivera
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Administrative Assistant: Milka Rivera
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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We hope you will worship with us again.

Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – 
Thursday - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369, 

or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
 

When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at 
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com 

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

**PRAYER LIST**

At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier. 
 At Home:    Nancy O’Leary, Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Jo Harrington, Carol Waxler, 
Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:  Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, 
Maynard Wibom, Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, 
Silvia Duran,  Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, Pastor Uziel.

BIRTHDAYS 
8/11 David Brown
8/12 Autumn Lilly Brown
8/13 Fredy Mejia
8/14 James Dean
8/15 Jonathon Berndt


