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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
July 19th, 2020 – 10:00am – Facebook, YouTube, and ZOOM
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost: Year A

GATHERING
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
God of surprises, we come here from the weariness of the week, from various triumphs, from fears and doubts.
Open our hearts to receive your surprising message of hope for all people, for we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader: In the midst of strife, God is with us!
People: Come, O Lord, and pour your word into our hearts.
Leader: In the anguish and grief of everyday living, God is with us!
People: Hear our cries, O Lord, and quiet our spirits!
Leader: Come, let us open our hearts and spirits to the Lord.
People: We come, with confidence and hope in the presence of God. AMEN.
HYMN:

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 				

UMH 694

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison):
Patient Lord, it is so easy for us to focus on all the things that are wrong. We spend much time and energy in
anger and sorrow, leaving behind the possibilities of hope and service to you. Ease our hearts, O Lord. Forgive our
willingness to get caught up in the negative. Direct our steps toward positive actions that will produce growth and
peace. We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus Christ. AMEN.
Moment of Silence
WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
Great news has come to us, dear friends. God, who is faithful and just, who cherishes us as we are, seeks restoration and healing
for those broken places in our lives, forgives and loves us unconditionally. Receive that good news! AMEN
HYMN:

Gather Us In
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JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
						
OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison):
Mighty God, our comfort, and our strength: we have been navigating through this pandemic with anxiety and
isolation. We have lived in fear of disease, death, and not having enough. Yet, we are here, offering our gifts to the
work of your kingdom and reminding ourselves of the glory about to be revealed to us. Remind us that we are your
children, that we are your heirs. Remind us that your plan is not bondage or decay but a love that will save us and
free us. In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. (Romans 8:12-25)
THE EPISTLE LESSON:

ROMANS 8:12-25
A reading from the Epistle to the Romans…
12
Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to it. 13 For if you live according
to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live.
14
For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you
live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship.[a] And by him we cry, “Abba,[b] Father.” 16
The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and
co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.
18
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits
in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice,
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that[c] the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God.
22
We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but
we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the redemption
of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25
But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently.
THE GOSPEL LESSON:

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Matthew the 13th chapter, beginning with the 24th verse.
Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 25 But while everyone
was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed
heads, then the weeds also appeared.
27
“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’
28
“‘An enemy did this,’ he replied.
“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’
29
“‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow together
until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather
the wheat and bring it into my barn.’”
36
Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the
field.”
37
He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed stands for the
people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the
end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
40
“As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send out his angels,
and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing
furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their
Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear.
24

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
SERMON:

“The Harvest”
Pastor Uziel Hernandez Martinez
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CLOSING HYMN: 		

Bring Forth the Kingdom
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DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
Go into God’s world with confidence and hope. God’s presence is with you in all that you do. Be those people who plant seeds
of comfort and hope. God will bring about the harvest in due time. AMEN.
GOING FORTH

CREDITS:
• Copyright © 2020 Ministry Matters™: Opening Prayer, Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession and Assurance, Dismissal
with Blessing By Nancy C. Townley used with permission.
• Copyright © 2020 Discipleship Ministries: Offering Prayer used with permission, from Rev. Dr. Derek Weber.
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved.
• CCLI #1072770
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225
Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Multimedia: Andrea Martínez Cabrera
Liturgist: Ismael Sebastián, Aylin Medina, Milka Rivera
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Administrative Assistant: Milka Rivera
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows: Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier.
At Home: Jo Marshall, Nancy O’Leary, Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Jo Harrington,
Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab: Keith Sodergren, Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia,
Maynard Wibom, Rev. Bettye Mixon, Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore,
Silvia Duran, Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, Pastor Uziel.

BIRTHDAYS
7/19
7/19
7/23
7/24

Joey Brown
Mary Jane Kellermann
Andrea Martinez Cabrera
Mina Ruth Gray

We hope you will worship with us again.
Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday –
Thursday - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369,
or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com
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