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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
July 12th, 2020 – 10:00am – Facebook, YouTube, and ZOOM

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost: Year A

GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
God of abundant love, we come to you this day in the midst of a season of great growth and coming harvest. All 
around us are signs of growth, in our earth, in our families, in our nation, in our world. We come this day, seeking 
your healing love and abounding mercy. Open our hearts to receive all that you offer that we may become fruitful 
workers for you. AMEN.

CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader: God has abundantly cast God’s seeds of love and hope upon us.
People: May we be fruitful soil for the planting and growing of hope and peace.
Leader: Come, let us praise God who is so generous with us.
People: Let us sing songs of joy to God.
Leader: Hallelujah!
People: Hallelujah!

HYMN:                          Hymn of Promise    UMH 707

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison):
Lord, forgive us when we doubt your mercy and your love. We are so caught up in getting everything that we want; 
and we want it all right now. We have trouble waiting and remembering that it is in the waiting that we might 
hear your voice. It is difficult for us to believe that we can be fruitful, good soil for your words and work. We find 
excuses not to be attentive to you, but to focus instead on our own desires. Slow us down, Lord. Remind us again of 
your mercy and your love; for we offer this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN.

Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
God hears your cries and heals your wounded hearts. God is preparing you for good things to come. Place your trust in God who 
has always loved you and will always love you. AMEN.

HYMN:     Be Thou My Vision   UMH 451

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
        
OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison): 
God of the universe, we come to worship this morning, longing to set our minds on the Holy Spirit, to live with Christ 
within us. We have not always made room for Christ in the clutter of our lives. We have indulged our wants so often 
that too often the voice of the Spirit is downed out. As we dedicate these gifts this morning, may it help us to live 
more in tune with the Spirit and to use our resources in a way that reflects that Christ is Lord of all our lives. In his 
holy name, we pray. Amen. (Romans 8:1-11) 

SPECIAL MUSIC:   Amazing Grace     Erica Kessler

THE EPISTLE LESSON: 

ROMANOS 8:1-11
A reading from the Epistle to the Romans…
8 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit 
who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless to do because it was weakened by 
the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 
in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but according to 
the Spirit.
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who live in accordance with the 
Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit 
is life and peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are 
in the realm of the flesh cannot please God.
9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if 
anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is 
subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in 
you.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God

THE GOSPEL LESSON:

MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23
Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to Matthew the 13th chapter, beginning with the 1st verse.

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat 
and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to 
sow his seed. 4 As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on rocky places, 
where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when the sun came up, the plants were 
scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 Still 
other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 9 Whoever has ears, let 
them hear.”
18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 19 When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The seed 
falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But since they have no root, they 
last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among the 
thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making 
it unfruitful. 23 But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who 
produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown.”

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ

SERMON:
“The Seed”

Pastor Uziel Hernandez Martinez
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CLOSING HYMN:           Sois la Semilla (You Are the Seed)   UMH 583

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
God has placed the seed of love and forgiveness in your heart. Go into God’s world with joy, telling of the good news of God’s 
abundant, lavish love for all creation. Go to be a witness to all the miraculous possibilities for hope and peace. AMEN.

GOING FORTH

CREDITS:
• Copyright © 2020 Ministry Matters™: Opening Prayer, Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession and Assurance, Dismissal with Blessing By Nancy 
C. Townley used with permission. 
• Copyright © 2020 Discipleship Ministries: Offering Prayer used with permission, from Rev. Dr. Derek Weber.
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
• Response:.  
• CCLI #1072770 
• CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Multimedia: Andrea Martínez Cabrera
Liturgists: Ismael Sebastián, Aylin Medina and Milka Rivera
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Administrative Assistant: Milka Rivera
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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We hope you will worship with us again.

Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – 
Thursday - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369, 

or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
 

When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at 
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com 

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

**PRAYER LIST**

At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier. 
 At Home:    Jo Marshall, Nancy O’Leary, Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Jo Harrington, 
Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:  Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, 
Maynard Wibom, Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, 
Silvia Duran,  Pat Nelson, Ellen Dean, David Russ, Pastor Uziel.

BIRTHDAYS 
7/13 Bettye Mixon
7/15 Yuna Stone 
7/16 Alexander Mankarious
7/17 Reynaldo Barrera
7/17 Art Huenkemeier
7/18 David Holland


