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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
June 7th, 2020 – 10:00am – Facebook, YouTube, and ZOOM

Trinity Sunday: Year A

GATHERING

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
Merciful and Just God, we gather here this morning, each of us with many concerns in our hearts. Our hearts are 
concerned with systems of injustice which strip people of their dignity and their very lives. Help us to be those 
who would seek peace with justice, who would fight for those who are oppressed, offer voices for the voiceless and 
dignity for all humankind. Be with us this day and guide our steps toward a more just world in your name. AMEN.

CALL TO WORSHIP:
One: Great Spirit, open our eyes that we may see the needs of others;
Many: Open our ears that we may hear their cries;
One: Open our hearts so that they need not be without succor;
Many: Let us not be afraid to defend the weak because of the anger of the strong, nor afraid to defend the poor 
because of the anger of the rich.
One: Show us where fear and prejudice blind us. Spirit of the Living God open our eyes.
Many: OPEN OUR EYES!

HYMN:    We Believe in One True God     UMH 85

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison):
We confess this day, O merciful God, that we have not always acted in just ways nor sought justice for our friends 
and neighbors. We have found it easy to turn our backs on problems rather than seeking to be a solution to them. 
We have heard of the many ways in which you have demonstrated peace with justice through the ministries of 
your Son, yet we have given only sporadic attention to them. Forgive us, Lord. Heal our selfishness and brokenness. 
Cause us to be witnesses to your great love as shown to us in Jesus Christ. AMEN.

Moment of Silence

WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
This is the good news: Christ died for us that we might have life. We are called to give our lives to ministries of justice. God is with 
us in this and all righteous endeavors. Thanks be to God. AMEN.

HYMN:                    This Is the Day                 UMH 657

JOYS AND CONCERNS

PASTORAL PRAYER
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 
  
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
           
OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison): 
Almighty God, we offer our gifts in gratitude this morning – not just for what you do in our lives, but for who you 
are in our lives. You are with us in the person of the Father, the God above us. You come to meet us as the Son, as God 
beside us. You empower us to do the work of kingdom-building by the Holy Spirit, God within us, providing strength 
and boldness that we would never find on our own. May these gifts be tools that make the transformation of the 
world a reality. We pray in the name of one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. (Matthew 28:16-20)

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: 
GENESIS 1:1 – 2:4a

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface 
of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God 
saw that the light was good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called 
“night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 6 And God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to 
separate water from water.” 7 So God made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it. And it was 
so. 8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. 9 And God said, “Let the water 
under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the 
gathered waters he called “seas.” And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing 
plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced 
vegetation: plants bearing seed according to their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw 
that it was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the vault 
of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let them 
be lights in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern 
the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give light on the 
earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was 
evening, and there was morning—the fourth day. 20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water 
teems and that moves about in it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22 God blessed them and said, “Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the water in the seas, and let the birds increase on 
the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fifth day. 24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures 
according to their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each according to its kind.” 
And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures 
that move along the ground according to their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in 
our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild 
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God 
he created them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; 
fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the 
ground.” 
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29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in 
it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky and all the creatures that move 
along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw all 
that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day.

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array. 2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had 
been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because 
on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done. 4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they 
were created, when the Lord God made the earth and the heavens.

Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God

THE GOSPEL LESSON:
MATTHEW 28:16-20

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they 
worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end 
of the age.”

Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ

SERMON:
“Creating Life”

Pastor Uziel Hernandez Martinez

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH FOR TRINITY SUNDAY
I believe in the Spirit of God that swept over the face of the deep and created the heavens and the earth. I be-
lieve this same Spirit swept over the waters of the Middle Passage and created the will to live deep in the hearts 
of our African ancestors. By God’s Spirit did we come to know that we were created by God and belonged to God, 
even in the days of chattel slavery.

I believe in the Spirit of God, the Almighty Creator.
I believe in the grace and love of the Lord Jesus Christ, which has kept us as a people through racism, Jim Crow, 
lynchings, discrimination, disenfranchisement, and post-affirmative action.

I believe the same Jesus who suffered on the cross and who equipped the apostles with grace in their persecu-
tion suffers with us in our tribulations and provides grace for every situation.
I know that Jesus is walking with us even now, and that God knows us no matter the challenge.
I believe in the Spirit of the Lord Jesus Christ.

I believe in the Holy Spirit and the sweet communion of saints She creates.
I believe that by the Holy Spirit our ancestors were empowered to found Sunday schools, churches, learning cen-
ters, and homes that have given us the foundation for the abundant living we have been promised.
By the Holy Spirit, we are empowered to live in community with one another, with love and peace.
I believe in the power of the Holy Spirit.

I believe in the Triune God, who has covered our past, present, and future with grace, hope, and love.
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with us, now, 
and forevermore. Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN:  Go, Make of All Disciples     UMH 571

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
Go forth with empowered joy to work for and with ministries of peace with justice. Be the good stewards of the earth and its 
people that God has called you to be. AMEN.

GOING FORTH

• Copyright © 2020 Ministry Matters™: Opening Prayer, Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance, & Dismissal with Blessing. By Nancy C. Townley used 
with permission.. 
• Copyright © 2020 Discipleship Ministries: Call to Worship paraphrase by Cynthia Wilson; Affirmation of Faith for Trinity Sunday, Written by Marilyn E. 
Thornton, The Africana Worship Book: Year A © 2006 Discipleship Resources offering Prayer used with permission from Rev. Dr. Derek Weber, Director of Preaching 
Ministries.
• Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. 
 • Copyright © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, The United Methodist Hymnal: The Apostle’s Creed, Ecumenical Version, 882. 
 • CCLI #1072770 
 • CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
Multimedia: Andrea Martínez Cabrera
Liturgist: Ismael Sebastián
Pianist: Erica Kessler
Administrative Assistant: Milka Rivera
Bulletin: Lora Doll
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We hope you will worship with us again.

Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday – 
Thursday - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369, 

or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
 

When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at 
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com 

Centennial UMC - Rockford, IL

**PRAYER LIST**

At W. Willows:  Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier. 
 At Home:    Jo Marshall, Nancy O’Leary, Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Jo Harrington, 
Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson, Aylin, Fredy & Eugenio Mejia.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab:  Keith Sodergren,  Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia, 
Maynard Wibom, Rev. Bettye Mixon,  Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore, 
Silvia Duran,  Pat Nelson, Ray Kellermann, Ellen Dean, David Russ, Pastor Uziel.

BIRTHDAYS 
6/6 Bruce Jacobson


