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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
May 17th, 2020 – 10:00am – Facebook, YouTube, and ZOOM
Fifth Sunday of Easter: Year A

GATHERING
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING PRAYER (in unison):
Source of all creation, maker of the world and everything in it, you are never far from each one of us.
We come into your house seeking you, O giver of life and breath. Reveal yourself to us; dwell with us;
and abide in us. We live because of you. We hope because of you. In the name of Jesus Christ in whom
we live, and the Spirit of Truth who abides in us, Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP:
Leader: Come and hear, all you who fear God, and we will tell what God has done for us.
People: God is the Sovereign of heaven and earth, maker of this world and all within it.
Leader: God has given to all mortals life and breath and every blessing.
People: Bless our God, O peoples! Let the sound of God’s praise be heard.
ALL: Blessed be God! Blessed be God! Blessed be God!
HYMN: 		

All Creatures of Our God and King 				

UMH 62

INVITATION TO CONFESSION
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison):
Maker and giver of all, forgive us when we are too preoccupied to notice your presence in our lives:
when we walk through this world and fail to see the wonder of you upholding our lives and all
creation; when we walk through our lives and fail to see you abiding with, within, and around us;
when we walk through holy moments and fail to savor your presence, instead feeling abandoned in
the vast sweep of life as each day rushes at us with its demands. Open our eyes to your presence, God
of love, that we may lean on you— for you uphold all of creation in tenderness and power. Amen.
Moment of Silence
WORDS OF ASSURANCE:
When Jesus left the disciples, he gave us a promise: “I will not leave you orphaned!” For we, his disciples, live
in him and he in us—the presence of God within and around all. What a promise! Take courage! Take comfort!
Blessed be God! AMEN.
HYMN:

Love Divine, All Loves Excelling
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UMH 384

JOYS AND CONCERNS
PASTORAL PRAYER
THE LORD’S PRAYER (in unison):
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever. Amen.
		
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
									
OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison):
God of Power and Mercy, you have not deserted us; we have been tested, and yet we know we have never been far
from your redeeming love. We celebrate your relentless caring, not only with the gifts we offer, but with our voices
and testimony. We want the world to see what it means to live in the light of your love and mercy. Help us to guide
our lives in your way. In the name of Christ, our Rock and Redeemer. Amen.
(Psalm 66:8-20)
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON: 				
ACTS 17:22-31
A reading from the book of Acts:
22
Paul then stood up in the meeting of the Areopagus and said: “People of Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23
For as I walked around and looked carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO AN UNKNOWN
GOD. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim to you.
24
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human
hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and
everything else. 26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their
appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for
him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own
poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’
29
“Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made
by human design and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent. 31
For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone
by raising him from the dead.”
Leader: The Word of God
People: Thanks be to God
THE GOSPEL LESSON: 					
JOHN 14:15-21
Hear the Word of God in the Gospel according to John the 14th chapter, beginning with the 15th verse:
15
“If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with
you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him,
for he lives with you and will be[a] in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see
me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are
in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved
by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”
Leader: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
People: Praise be to you, Lord Christ
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SERMON:

“The God We Know”
Pastor Uziel Hernandez Martinez

THE APOSTLE’S CREED (in unison):
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
CLOSING HYMN:			

Abide with Me 				

UMH 700

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING:
Pastor: Wherever we are, we are in God.
People: Wherever we are, we are in Christ, and Christ is in us.
Pastor: Wherever we are, the Spirit abides with us and in us.
People: We go forth in peace and hope, upheld by God in every way.
Pastor: Let us go forth in faithfulness and trust.
People: May all see the Divine in and through us.
GOING FORTH
 Copyright © 2020 Ministry Matters™: Opening Prayer, Call to Worship, Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance, & Dismissal with Blessing are used
with permission. From The Abingdon Worship Annual edited by Mary J. Scifres and B.J. Beu, Copyright © Abingdon Press. https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/
entry/5006/worship-elements-may-17-2020
• Copyright © 2020 Discipleship Ministries: Offering Prayer used with permission. Rev. Dr. Derek Weber, Director of Preaching Ministries, served churches in
Indiana and Arkansas and the British Methodist Church. His PhD is from University of Edinburgh in preaching and media. He has taught preaching in seminary
and conference settings for more than 20 years. https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning/chosen-precious/sixth-sunday-of-easter-year-alectionary-planning-notes/sixth-sunday-of-easter-year-a-offertory-prayers
Copyright © 2020 Sharefaith Inc: Cover Image, All Rights Reserved. https://www.sharefaith.com/image/faithfulness-of-god-church-bulletin.html
 Copyright © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, The United Methodist Hymnal: The Apostle’s Creed, Ecumenical Version, 882.
 CCLI #1072770
 CCLI Streaming License: #20419225

Pastor: Rev. Uziel Hernández Martínez
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**PRAYER LIST**
At W. Willows: Mae Foster, Henrietta Day, Art Huenkemeier.
At Home: Jo Marshall, Nancy O’Leary, Micaela Serrano, Aida Bejesus, Cleo English, Jo Harrington,
Carol Waxler, Lee Magnuson.
Undergoing Treatment/Rehab: Keith Sodergren, Ken Dahlgren, John Paul, Jonathan Garcia,
Maynard Wibom, Rev. Bettye Mixon, Tara & Ismael Arencibia, Jerald Grady, Chuck & Kim Whitmore,
Silvia Duran, Pat Nelson, Ray Kellermann, Ellen Dean, David Russ.

BIRTHDAYS
5/18
5/18
5/20
5/22

Margaret Green
Jonathon Saucedo
Dalton Williams
Steve Enderle

We hope you will worship with us again.
Due to COVID-19, our physical building and office is closed but our mobile office is open Tuesday –
Thursday - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm. You can call 779-444-0369,
or email: Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com if you need any assistance.
When you need to reach Pastor Uziel in the case of emergency, please contact him at
224-723-7003 or - centennialumc.pastor@gmail.com
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